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A Few-Elephant Stories. 
BY WARREN F, KELLOGG, 


E may see one side of the elephant’s 
nature in his wild state, but it is only 
fair to remember his gentleness and friend- 
liness in captivity, which is really volun- 
tary, because he might with a, blow of his 
trunk annihilatejhis keep- 
ers and escape to his nat- 
ive jungle. In his long 
life he often changes his 
master; but his allegiance 
goes too; and he is de- 
yoted to each, and figures 
alike as porter, wood-cut- 
ter, errand-boy, hunter, 
gladiator in fights with 
tigers, and artillery-man. 
have seen, in India, 
elephants let out by their 
owners as choppers, work- 
ing like day-laborers and 
returning at night to 
sleep at home,—that is, 
at their master’s. These 
intelligent animals,armed 
with long axes, the use of 
which they have been 
taught, cut, at otherwise 
perfectly impracticable 
heights, the gigantic 
trees which are used in 
the keels of vessels, carry 
them to the nearest port, 
and deliver them to other 
elephants to pile,—a feat 
which they accomplish 
with the greatest regu- 
larity and with a strength 
that no number of men 
ean equal, They work 
alone, too, without any 
special oversight on the 
part of the keeper, who 
often comes but once a 
day to note their pro- 
gress; and yet there is 
not a case on record 
where one of them has 
attempted to return to his free life in the 
forest, or rejoin his former companions 
enjoying themselves in the neighboring ra- 
vines, while he is working hard on the hills 
above. Indeed, they grow to hate their 
untamed cousins, and fight them—and usu- 
ally successfully—at every opportunity, 
bearing them away in bondage to their 
masters, 


The English have made use of their en- 








ormous strength in all the wars in India 
and, more recently, in Africa, where with- 
out them the troops would have been help- 
less to move the artillery, even the lighter 


pieces, which these dumb allies carried | 


bravely into action on their backs, while 
their courage under fire has been attested 
by special mention in reports from the 
English officers, Oue of them says: 

**In ou1 marches across Bengal we used 





elephants in the baggage train, so well dis- | 
posed to us that, without waiting for a com- 
mand from the keeper, if a wagcn stuck, 
one of them would hurry up, put his mighty 
shoulder to the wheel, and never rest till it | 


was rolling on smoothly again. Then he 
would return to his own proper place and 
duty in the line again, One morning, in 
the press of wagons and animals, one of the 
elephants was hurt by the heavy wheel of a 








cart running over his foot. I happened to 
be near, and bound it up with a towel 
dipped in camphorated brandy, and tight- 
ened the bandage as well as I could, and off 
he limped to his stable. In the afternoon 
I went to see how he was getting on. He 
was lying on a bed of straw; he recognized 
me at once, and held out his wounded foot 
for me tosee. I renewed the bandage each 
day; and after that the grateful animal 
never passed my tent 
without a peculiar ery 
which he used for that 
occasion alone, and when 
he met me he always 
rubbed my back or shoul- 
ders with his trunk, ut- 
tering little sniffs of 
pleasure.” 

Major Skinner, of the 
English army, vouches 
for the following story, 
which shows on the part 
of the elephant intelli- 
gence, memory, compari- 
son, judgment, and good- 
nature. 

Riding along a very 
narrow trail near Kandy, 
in Ceylon, where he hap- 
pened to be stationed, he 
heard the heavy tread of 
an approaching elephant, 
uttering discontented 
grunts which frightened 
his rather nervous horse, 
and made him rear and 
plunge. He says: 

**T soon saw whence 
these sounds proceeded. 
A tame elephant had un- 
dertaken the difficult task 
of transporting a long 
girder, resting on his 
tusks, over the narrow 
road. Between the trees 
on either side there was 
not room for this to pass, 
and he could only ad- 
vance by turning his head 
from side to side and 
avoiding each tree as he 
went. It was a slow business, and no won- 
der he complained; but on seeing how his 
trumpetings frightened my _ horse, he 
ceased instantly, threw down his load, and 
pressed his huge body close up against the 
trees on one i of the road to allow us to 
pass. My horse trembled all over, and re- 
fused to move, seeing which, the elephant 
drew still further back and tried to encour- 
age the coward by a gentle note, 
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heart to dash by on his way, when the 
faithful elephant resumed the laborious er- 
rand in which we had found him engaged. 

‘* This elephant had, before the campaign, 
been used as a watchman by his owner, 
whose estates bordered on a river. Ma- 
rauders would drop down the stream in 
their craft, and rob the gardens and or- 
chards, and be off again without leaving 
any other trace of their coming than the 
empty trees and ravaged beds. ‘Tired of 
losing the fruits of his labor, the owner had 
trained this elephant to perform sentinel 
duty along the bank ; and, when danger 
threatened, the animal would growl like a 
dog, and filling his huge trunk with water 
from the stream, would play upon the ras- 
cals like a fire engine, drowning them out 
of their boat like rats, until they were glad 
to hoist sail and make off to the best of 
their ability.” 

The art of hunting the elephant, al- 
though of most ancient origin, is practised 
to-day on a larger scale than ever before, 
because of the services which the English 
have found he can perform for them. As 
long as elephants were used simply to add 
splendor to the suite of a rajah, or dignity 
to one of the religious processions, it 
sufficed to hunt single animals, capturing 
them by a decoy elephant ridden by a 
native, who provoked and held the atten- 
tion of the game, while another ran up be- 
hind and cleverly passed a chain around 
one of his legs. Bound in this way the ele- 
phant was sure, under the influence of star- 
vation, and the example of his former com- 
panions, to yield eventually to his captors. 
Now the country is divided into ‘‘pre- 
serves,” over which a royal officer is ap- 
pointed, and immense hunting parties are 
made up, and whole herds captured at once; 
although it is no easy thing to take alive 
and unwounded an animal that has at once 
such strength and such intelligence as the 
elephant. It could not be done without 
the aid of other elephants, who bring their 
attachment to their masters to this high 
point, and having assisted in the capture, 
go still farther and instruct the captives in 
their future duties. The trait of obedience 
is, however, rather the result of affection 
than fear, and in this regard the elephant’s 
docility is more like that of the dog than of 
the horse. It evenleads them to bear the 
pain of the worst surgical operations, like 
the burning out with a hot iron of tumors 
or ulcers, or the taking of the most bitter 
medicines at the hands of their ‘‘ approved 
good masters.” 

The only way in which the male’s gentle 
temper can be spoiled is by a course of spe- 
cial diet of certain kinds of food; and this 
is the means resorted to by their less gentle 
masters when they wish them to fight,— 
either one another, or their feudal enemy, 
the tiger. In India I was once invited by a 
Rajah to attend his celebration of the Feast 
of Moharem, where the principal attraction 
is the display of elephants. I accepted, of 
course. 

The Feast began by a tiger fight. A 
space some fifty feet square had been 
fenced off near the river, and we occupied 
a special ‘‘ box,” protected, in case of acci- 
dent, by a bamboo net work strong enough 
to keep the tiger out should the fancy strike 
him to turn to us for sport. He was loosed 
into the arena, around which he circled sev- 
eral times, and at last stopped directly in 
front of us and stood looking at us in a way 
that made me bless the foresight that had 
built the screen. But immediately a buf- 
falo was driven into the circle, and ad- 
vanced slowly toward the’ crouching tiger, 
who was ready fora spring. Seeing this he 
stopped short, his horns low, snorting with 
anger. But the tiger paid no attention to 


inally the latter plucked up enou h| him, nor to five more buffaloes which were 











let loose one after the other, treating them 
with sublime disdain, as foemen unworthy 
of his steel. A curious incident happened 
just then : a small dog fell into the arena 
from one of the seats, and toward him with 
stately steps the tiger stalked, without, 
however, any appearance of anger. The 
dog, frightened, ran whining round the 
edge of the enclosure, and after him the 
tiger, faster and faster. Finally, seeing he 
could not escape, and that one or two more 
leaps would be his last, he turned and with 
real grit showed his teeth to his pursuer. 
We supposed he would be crushed at a 
blow; but notat all. At the instant the 
tiger was about to spring upon him, the 
brute seemed to change his mind, and, like 
a cat after a mouse, crouched watching and 
playing with him. Then the Nabob or- 
dered them to let in the elephant. 

The crowd were hushed in silence. 
Either the tiger must fight or be killed in- 
gloriously. A gate opened, and the ele- 
phant, his keeper on his back, advanced 
into the arena. At the sight of the huge 
animal the tiger uttered a long howl, which 
was most evidently one of terror, for he 
spran pean the palisade several times, 
and did his best to break it down and 
escape. At sight of him the elephant be- 
came madly excited, and made straight at 
him, blocking his wild efforts at flight, and 
almost trampling him under foot, before he 
realized that fight was the only alternative. 
Then, and only then, he sprang upon the 
head of his adversary and endeavored to 
maintain his hold with claws and teeth. 
But the elephant wound his enormous 
trunk around the tiger’s body, lifted him 
in the air, and hurled him, bruised and 
broken, down upon the ground twenty feet 
away. The tiger was half dead, and wholly 
helpless, and lay where he fell in a stupor. 
This exploit accomplished, the victor did 
not deign to push his triumph farther, but 
turned and saluted the Nabob in our box 
as respectfully as would a slave, and peace- 
abl sports f through the door by which 
he had entered, without paying any atten- 
tion to the applause and cheers that fol- 
lowed him. 

The remaining festivities were then post- 
poned until the next day, when after break- 
fast in the garden of the Nabob, we ad- 
journed to a tent on the river-bank at a 
favorite bathing-place of the elephants, 
where we were to see a fight between two 
of the largest of them. The plain was covy- 
ered with a dense crowd of people, and a 
regiment of soldiers and a squad of cavalry 
had been ordered out to do us honor, and 
hold the crowd back. The interpreter ex- 
plained to us that it was not properly a 
tight that we were about to witness, Gat 
rather a joust, in which the combatants 
would not try to injure each other seri- 
ously, but simply display their strength 
and skill. The two elephants were led in 
by their native keepers, and were by all 
odds the finest specimens I had ever seen. 
Of unusual size, with black, shining coats, 
eyes full of fire, tusks long and perfect, 
they advanced with an air of assurance that 
promised a tremendous struggle. At first 
they approached each other at a rapid pace 
until within a few feet, when they stopped 
and, at the command of their riders, saluted 
in good Marquis of Queensbury style. This 
done, their keepers lay down upon their 
respective elephant’s backs, and held 
tightly to the girdle while the fight began. 

he two elephants sprang upon each 
other with a shock that threw them on 
their hind legs, their trunks up and inter- 
twined, swaying back and forth in, for the 
riders at least, a most unpleasant way. The 
plucky fellows clung fast, however, and en- 
couraged their favorites with voice and 





hand. The tactics of the pair seemed to be 
to try to force the weaker, or the less adroit, 
backward into the river, and after an hour 
of intense effort and struggle, one of the 
elephants had so far lost ground that he 
was compelled to jump into the river to 
avoid being thrown in. This was supposed 
to end the combat; but his adversary in- 
sisted on following him across the river, in 
spite of the united efforts of the Nabob’s 
servants and tamers. The conflict was evi- 
dently to be renewed on the other bank, 
where the first animal had taken a fayora- 
ble position, from which for fully thirt 
minutes he prevented the other from land- 
ing, thrusting him back, at every attempt, 
into the water. The fight was declared a 
draw, and the prize—a load of sugar-cane, 
of which they are very fond—was divided 
between them. — 

There were several other combats of a 
like nature, in one of which the elephants 
indulged in spouting immense streams of 
water at each other, but not different in the 
main from the one I have described. In 
the evening, when the crowd had departed, 
we were invited to watch a curious fishing 
in the river, with otters. These animals, 
as clever as dogs, dive into the water, and, 
as they are taught, either drive the fish 
toward the nets, or help bring the latter 
ashore, handling the fish with their jaws 
without hurtieg them, or breaking them at 


all. 

The whole performance, lighted up by 
the flaring torches, is most picturesque. 
On leaving him the next day, the Nabob 
presented me with two beautiful elephants, 
and upon one or the other of them I rode 
many miles through the jungle. Of one of 
these fine anjmals he told me an interesting 
story. 

He was originally the property of an old 
Indian, rich in gold and in a young and 
lovely wife. The elephant was a great 
favorite of the latter, and, if one can use 
the term of so large a beast, was a family 
pet. Now the old Brahtiah died soon after 
his marriage, and the priests of his religion 
endeavored to convince his widow that she 
must sacrifice her life on the funeral pyre, 
in accordance with the dreadful practice of 
their church. They held up before her 
bright eyes the extraordinary rewards that 
she would receive in the next world, and 
the divine pleasures that awaited her in the 
halls of Brahma. Besides this, she had the 
surety of asad life did she refuse to offer 
herself a willing victim to her belief; for a 
widow cannot remarry in India. and she 
lives with her own family in the greatest 
poverty and distress, because there is a 
superstition that the house is unlucky where 
a widow dwells, and her relatives give her 
barely enough to keep the body and soul 
enc BR or this same reason they are 
nearly alwaysasanxious to have their widow- 
ed rabies urned as are the fanatic priests 
themselves. But in spite of the pressure 
brought to bear upon her, this girl refused 
to cammit Sutty, as it is called ; and the 
priests were forced to use drugs in her food, 
under the influence of which she was in- 
duced to yield her consent. When she re- 
turned to herself she found the priests re- 
joicing over a consent of which she remem- 
bered nothing, and saw with horror their 
preparations for the funeral procession and 
pyre. Suddenly an idea occured to her; 
and she assumed a willing and inspired air, 
even offering to grace the procession with 
her husband’s stalely elephants, on one of 
which, arrayed in her most gorgeous dress ~ 
and jewels, she would ride. This pretended 
conversation was announced to the people 
as a new miracle and sign of Brahma’s ap- 
proval, and the young widow, from being 
scorned and bnsiltod: ecame the heroine 
of the hour. 
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As the moment for the last ceremonies| ened me. Several years before, one of his I the inclined trough, and an 


approached, she had her favorite elephant | hunting elephants had been struck by 
trapped in all the splendor she could muster, | lightning while standing under a tree in 
decoratin 
she herself could not wear, and caressing | through the tactics I had observed, at the 
his silky trunk until he whinnied with | first indications of a thunder-storm, and 
pleasure, Mounted on his back, she led| had taught all the new-comers the same 
the procession, followed by the corpse in| habit of safety. This faculty of communi- 
the funeral palanquin and the paid mourn- | cating ideas is well established. I remem- 
ers weeping and rending the air with mock | ber once trying to cross a stream on the 
lamentations. back of a favorite elephant, when he and all 
Children threw flowers along the road, | the others in the party, but the first, abso- 
and nautch girls sang and danced beside | lutely refused to put foot into the water. 
it. The coolies had piled high the fiery | After reasoning with him and punishing 
couch, and added quantities of oil to make | him, and all in vain, my driver grumbling 
it burn brighter and hotter around the | all the while at the impossibility of altering 
withered aie flesh and the fresh, warm life | his mind, I recalled that a year before at 
that were to be consigned to it together. | this very ford he had hurt his foot on a 
As soon as the cortége reached the pyre, sharp stone in the river-bed. That he 
the musicians began their doleful playing, | should have remembered it was very sin- 
and the priests came forward to receive the | gular, but more so that he could make his 
victim. The moment had come! companions share his fear of repeating the 
As she did not descend from her seat, | accident; but that both these things hap- 
the priest made a sign to the keeper, who | pened is certain, for by riding a few hun- 
ordered his elephant to kneel, and then | dred yards down the stream to another ford 
offered Mariana his hand to help her down. | we had no difficulty in getting them to 
But she declined in toto, clinging to the | carry us over without special urging. 
elephant’s girdle and uttering the most| In the Indian colonies, especially on the 
piercing shrieks and praying my elephant | coast of Malabar, where one travels days 
to save her. through unbroken forest and jungle meet- 
When the priests saw they had been| ing only wild beasts, the postal service is 
tricked, they rushed towards Mariana furi- | done by a native mounted on the most in- 
ously, fearing to lose their victim; but it | telligent and fastest travelling elephant 
was too late. The elephant seized the| obtainable. Many of the stories told of 
Brahman leading the wretches, lifted him | these mail-carriers sound too remarkable 
into the air with his trunk, and dashed him| to believe; but I remember, when the 
down senseless. In vain the keeper called | cholera was prevalent one year, that the 
him in tones of entreaty and command. | rider mounted on one of these government 
He was past control, and knew only that | despatch animals died en route at a misera- 
his beloved mistress was in peril. Spring-| ble little village a day’s journey and more 
ing to his feet, he opened a passage through |from his destination. The chief of the 
the crowd with tremendous blows of his| village, recognizing from the badge on the 
trunk, before which one or two Brahmans | forehead of the elephant that he was in the 
fell at each stroke, crushed and injured. | government service, tried to get him to ac- 
It became a perfect rout. Thirty or more | cept one of his own riders in place of the 
were killed or wounded, and many more | dead man, but he could not accomplish it, 
trodden under foot. Marianawas saved! | for if anyone even approached the body or 
As soon as she reached the open country | the despatches he broke into uncontrollable 
she took the road to the nearest English fury, and effectually prevented any inter- 
settlement, and my Nabob’s was the first | ference with them. 
house where she rested in her flight. In| Seeing that his efforts were of no use, 
gratitude for his immense kindness to her, | the chief let him have his own way, and 
she gaye him her protector, the elephant:| simply ordered two mounted soldiers to 
and he, with the faithfulness I have de-|follow him. Taking his former rider and 
scribed, transferred his allegiance to his| the mail-bags across his neck, he set out at 
new master and then to me. Mariana, | a tremendous pace for his original destina- 
meanwhile, reached the district magistrate, | tion, where he arrived without stop in 
a hundred miles farther on, in whose fami- | twelve hours, leaving the horsemen far be- 


ly she remained and with whom she re-| hind, ride as they might. 

turned to England. This is the only case| Later this same faithful animal was at- 
I know, by thre way, of a Brahman volun-| tacked by an ophthalmia which was pro- 
tarily going into exile. nounced incurable by the English veteri- 


The elephant plays an important part in| nary surgeons, and sold to the Brahman 
other native festivals besides this one of the | priests of a rich monastery near by. These 
Moharem, and I have seen, in a sacred | skilful men cured him so quickly as to sug- 
procession in India at the feast of Jugger- | gest the idea of a conspiracy to aid them in 
naut, over two hundred of the native ae getting so valuable an acquisition at a low 
tees called fakirs throw themselves down | price. At any rate, they made capital use 
beneath the white elephants, where they | of him, sending him far and near within a 
were sure of being crushed under their | radius of thirty leagues with a bag hung 
ponderous feet. at his neck, into which he put everything 

I have already spoken of the intelligence | given him, like a good mendicant friar; 
and memory of the elephant. In Ceylon I| and what he received he knew well how to 
once saw a fine herd of fifteen elephants, | protect from all comers. ; ; 
used by the chief magistrate as his hunting| One day I saw him pumping water into 
stud, lying under the spreading trees | the trough at which the animals belonging 
around his house, as is their custom. A to the friars drank—for this was one of his 
sudden thunderstorm came up, with the | regular duties—but in an unusually impa- 
vivid flashes and tremendous claps of| tient way that attracted my attention to 
thunder of that latitude; when the ele-| the cause. And no wonder, for some mis- 
phants, instead of taking refuge still closer | chievous rascal had put a large log under 
to the trees, at the first flash moved quickly | the end of the trough, and as fast as the 
out into the open away from shelter, stood | water flowed in at one end it flowed out at 
stoically through the down-pour, and as|the other! He seemed greatly pleased to 
soon as the rain was over returned to the|see me, probably thinking I could solve 
shade. I was greatly surprised, knowing | his difficulty; but I preferred to stand by 
how the Ped Baht disliked cold rain-water, | and see him get out of it as best he could 
but my friend the judge quickly enlight-| by himself, After several attempts to fill 





him with the silks and jewels| the park, and ever since the herd had gone | 
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p equal number 
of pauses for reflection and grunting, he 
had an inspiration. Winding his trunk 
around the trough at the raised end, be 
lifted it still higher, and with his foot 
pushed the log from under, replacing the 
trough at its proper angle in triumph and 
pumping it full with evident satisfaction. 

Indeed, this animal only lacked speech 
to be quite human. The same fellow who 
played this unhandsome trick, from which 
my friend had come out with such flying 
colors, was always bothering the elephant, 
and finally this bad treatment grew to such 
proportions that even this gentle animal’s 
patience came to an end, Although he 
might easily have killed the offender with 
a blow from his mighty trunk, he preferred 
to take revenge in practical jokes, like 
crowding the man into a marsh when 
dressed in his best, or drenching him to 
the skin witha torrent of muddy water 
spouted from the creek, or dropping him 
Sy) into the centre of a cactus-plant! 

is ingenuity in planning and success in 
executing these little annoyances were so 
see that the unhappy man was actually 
driven from the monastry and sought em- 
ployment elsewhere. 

It is singular how widely distributed the 
elephant has been, aad in how very few 
countries he can now befound. The skele- 
tons of his ancestors are preserved in many 
of our museums, and their bones are 
whitening almost within the polar circle, 
where the whalers often find them, coated 
with ice, their tusks adding to the poor 
sailors’ prize-money.—From Hunting in 
the Jungle, published by Estes & Lauriat, 
Boston. 


Some Desirable Books. 


DIALOGUES FOR CHRISTMAS. By Margaret Holmes, 
author of “The Chamber over the Gate,” etc, New 
tA ER og De Witt Publishing House, 33 Rose street. 

cents. 


This book contains a short play, and 
about forty special Christmas dialogues, 
suitable for use in school or church enter- 
tainments. All are quite good and some 
very much above the average of such pro- 
ductions. 


RECITATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS. Selected and arranged 
by Margaret Holmes. New York: The De Witt Pub- 
lishing House, 33 Rose street. 25 cents. 


This book, which in some sense is a com- 
panion to the one noted above, is like that 
one, a production which will be specially 
sought after at this season of the year. 
The selections are admirable, which is more 
than can be said of all similar compilations. 


Dick’s COMIC AND DIALECT ReciTatTions. Containing 
Comic Recitations, Funny Stories and Descriptive 
Pieces, etc., etc., expressiy for evening entertain- 
ments and exhibitions. Edited by Wm. Dick. New 
York: Dick & Fitzgerald, 18 Ann street, 1888. 25 


cents, 

Nearly 200 pages of solid fun. Decided- 
ly the best set of recent comic selections 
that we have seen. 


MODEL SPEECHES FoR ALL ScHoot Occasions. Con- 
taining original addresses and orations on every- 
thin, 4 akg ears to school life, including Practi- 
cal Hints on Extempore Speeking, By Christol Og- 
den. New York: Dick & Fitzgerald, 18 Ann street. 
188%. 60 cents, 


Provided with a copy of this book, and a 
fair supply of brains, the average man or 
youth would be able to acquit himself 
creditably in any school position in which 
he might be placed. The hints on extempo- 
raneous speaking are particularly valuable. 





The Springfield Union the other day, 
puzzled its classical readers by asking for 
a translation of the Latin sentence: ‘‘ Quis 
crudus enim lectus albus et spiravit.” 
Of course nobody could make anything out 
of it ; and so the Union gave the following 
elucidation: Quis (who) crudus (raw) enim 
(for) lectus (read) albus (white) et spriavit 
(and blew.(—Hoorow for the red, white 
and blue, 
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Edited by Repecca SunsuHine. Contributions solic- 
ited from all. Address in care of PLAIN TALE 





Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney. 


Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney, whose charming 
face is shown above, is well known as the 
author of ‘‘ Hitherto,” ‘‘ Faith Gartney’s 
Girlhood,” ‘‘ Leslie Goldthwaite,” and 
other no less interesting books. 

Of Mrs. Whitney’s stories it has been 
said that they ‘‘ sparkle with humor, and 
are full of fun and frolic, and yet are 
bracing and wholesome reading for all 
girls, and particularly for that class upon 
whom come the burdens of self support.”’ 

She is yet living at Milton, Mass., which 
place has been her home for the greater 
part of her life. She is quiet and unosten- 
tatious, preferring the retirement of her 
own fireside to the more stirring scenes of 
the near-by city.. Young ladies who are 
not familiar with her books have missed 
something of real help and value. 


This is for the Boys Only. 


The following is not intended for the 


girls. We call particular attention to this 
fact to avoid any misunderstanding that 


might arise if any should accidentally pe- 
ruse it. We know that they will skip it now 
after we have called attention to the matter. 


BEWARE GIRLS—DON’T READ. 
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Just As She Was Afraid He Would. 

A Circassian was walking along one road, 
and a woman along another. The roads 
finally united into one, and, reaching the 
point of junction at the same time, they 
walked on together. The man was carry- 
ing a large iron kettle on his back; in one 
hand he held the legs of a live chicken, in 
the other a cane, and he was leading a 
goat. Said the woman: ‘‘I am afraid to 
go through that ravine with you; it is a 


sip | place, and you might overpower me 
and kiss me by force.” Said the man: 


‘How can I possibly overpower you and 








kiss ‘bee by foree when I have this great 
iron kettle on my back, a cane in one hand, 
a live chicken in the other, and am leadin 
this goat? I might as well be tied arti 
and foot.” ‘‘Yes,” replied the woman, 
**but if you should stick-your cane in the 
ground and tie your goat to it, and turn 
your kettle bottom side up and put the 
chicken under it, then you might wickedly 
kiss me in spite of my resistance.” ‘‘ Sue- 
cess to thy ingenuity, O woman!” said the 
rejoicing man to himself; ‘‘I should never 
have thought of this or similar expedients.” 
And when they came to the ravine he stuck 
his cane into the ground and tied the goat 
to it, and gave the chicken to the woman, 
saying: ‘ Hold it while I cut some grass for 
the goat,” and then—so runs the legend— 
lowering the kettle from his shoulders, he 
put the fowl under it, and wickedly kissed 
the woman, as she was afraid he would. 


A Novelty in Window Gardening. 


A novel and withal pretty effect can be 
produced with a large carrot. Select as 
large and perfect a one as possible. 

















Cut off the long root and scoop out a 
hole several inches deep in the smaller end. 
(Note dotted line in the illustration.) Sus- 
pend the carrot in a sunny window, and 
keep the cavity filled with water. After a 
little it will commence to grow, and will 
throw out beautiful and graceful leaves, 
Similar experiments may be tried with 
other vegetables, but none will show quite 
so good results as the carrot. 


Window Conservatory. 


Lovers of plants will enjoy a Wardian 
case or window conservatory. Made en- 
tirely of glass, it gives one all the enjoy- 
ment which comes from watching the 
growth of the choice cuttings, and at the 





same time protects the plants from chills. 
Give a proper amount of water, and see 
that the top is lifted for a short time each 
day, or at least often enough to prevent 
the formation of moisture on the inside of 
the glass. A person at all handy with tools 
can make a case from the illustration. 











An Umbrella-Stand. 


A very handsome umbrella-stand may 
be made by taking a length of ordi- 
nary stove-pipe, painting the inside red 
and covering the outside with any of the 
ae rough papers which can be procured 
of almost any dealer in paper hangings, 
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UMBRELLA STAND. SCRAP BASKET. 


This can be gilded or bronzed’ if thought 
desirable. A wooden base can be supplied. 
Another method is to take a length of 5-inch 
drain tile, using a plant saucer for it to rest 
in, and gilt or bronze the whole, This is 
not so likely to topple over as the other, 
being heavier. 


A Scrap-Basket. 

The illustration shows an easily made 
and attractive scrap-basket. Procure a 
straight straw basket, line it nicely and 
make a lambrequin of any suitable de- 
sign. Mount the basket on bamboo sticks 
(an old fishing pole will make enough), or 
rustic poles. If the latter are used, they 
should be gilded. 


Case for Photographs. 
Fold a piece of plush together and eut it 
two or three inches larger than the card, 
Line with wigan and satin. The pockets are 





to be of plush, about a quarter the width of 
the case; turn the edges of these and hem 
them to the back. The front may be deco- 
rated in any suitable manner. 





GAMES AND PASTIMES. 


hate see for this department solicited from all 
readers, 





An anagram is such a transposition of the 
letters of a word, without the repetition of 
a letter, as will form another word or sen- 
tence. For example: the letters of the 
word wnite may be transposed into the 
word wntie, which gives it an entirely op- 
posite meaning. The practice of forming 
anagrams is quite an ingenious and inter- 
esting employment. 

Anagrams that preserve the significance 
of the original word, or the nearest ap- 
proach to it, are the best. For instance, as 
the reader may know, the word felegraphs, 
when transposed into an anagram, forms 
the sentence great helps, which serves asa 
very good definition of the original word. 
The reader may remember, also, that the 
word astronomers may be transposed into 
moon-starers. We give below some origi- 
nal anagrams, which may stimulate the 
reader to search out some for himself : 

1. Baltimore: ftime-labor. Of course it 
required both time and labor to build such 
a city. 2. Pastor: a sport. A strange 
thing, is it not, to change a preacher into a 
gamester ? 3. Thomas Carlyle: Ah! most 
clearly. We all know that his writings are 
somewhat obscure. 4. Washington: was 
nothing. This is not true, for he was one 
of the greatest of men. 5. Telephoner: 
tone helper. Here we have a correct defi- 
nition. 6. Newton: went on. That is he 
went beyond his age. 7. America: Jam 
care. 8. North: thorn. 9. South: shout. 

Rosert T. Bentuey. 





A Lively Memory Game. 


This is a capital round game and will tax 
both memory and gravity. The company 
being seated, the leader says, ‘‘ One old ox 
opening oysters,” which each must repeat 
in turn with perfect gravity. Anyone who 
indulges in the slightest giggle is fined. 
When the first round is finished the leader 
begins again: ‘‘ Two toads, totally tried, 
trying to trot to Troy ;” and the others re- 
peat in turn, each separately, ‘‘ One old ox 
opening oysters ; Two toads, totally tried,” 
ete. The third round is, ‘‘Three tawny 
tigers tickling trout,” and the round re- 
commences: ‘‘ One old ox, etc.; Two toads, 
totally, ete.; Three tawny tigers,” ete. 
The fourth round, and up to the twelfth and 
last, given out by the leader successively, 
and repeated by the other players are as 
follows: ‘‘ Four fat friers fanning a faint- 
ing fly; Five fair flirts flying to France 
for fashion ; Six Scotch salmon selling six 
sacks of sour-krout ; Seven small soldiers 
successfully shooting snipe ; Eight elegant 
elephants embarking for Europe; Nine nim- 
ble nobleman nibbling nonpariels; Ten tip- 
sy tailors teasing a titmouse ; Eleven early 
earwigs eagerly eating eggs ; Twelve twit- 
tering tomtits on the top of a tall, tottering 
tree.” Any mistake in repeating this le- 
gend, or any departure from the gravity 
suitable to the occasion, is to be punished 
by the infliction of a forfeit ; and the game 
has been seldom known to fail in produc- 
ag a rich harvest of these little pledges. 
Of course, a good deal depends on the 
serio-comic gravity of the leader, 


A Guessing Game. 


One pisy er leaves the room ; during his 
absence the rest choose some well-known 
character, dead or living. Then the guess- 
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er called back each of the other players 
hint at some facts in the history of the per- 
son fixed upon, and the one at whose re- 
marks he guesses aright takes his place as 
guesser. The fun of the game depends on 
the remarks being not too plain, but only 
suggestive. 


A Few Bible Questions. 





Who is the straightest man mentioned in 
the Bible? Joseph, for Pharaoh made a 
ruler of him. 


How did Noah preserve honey bees dur- 
ing the flood ? In the ark-hives of the old 
world. 


How were Adam and Eve prevented from 
gambling? Their pair o’dice was taken 
away from them. 

Why was Job always cold in bed? Be- 
cause he had such miserable comforters. 


A Simple Alphabet Game. 





Make a number of alphabets on small 
squares of cardboard, one letter on each 
square. Then select the letters required to 
spell some word, mix them up and hand 
them to another player to put in order, 
simply telling him the first and last letter 
of the word he is to find. 





Some Card Tricks. 

Buack anp Rep.—One player holds the 
cards, and the other guesses the color. If 
right, he has the card; if wrong, the holder 
of the pack hasit. The one who gets the 
most cards is the winner. 


Tue Mystic Carp.—Have a pack of cards 
all of one kind, say seven of hearts. Let 
any one draw a card from the pack and re- 
turn it without letting you see it. Of course 
you can show them the right card, no mat- 
ter how thoroughly the pack is shuffled. 


To Text A Carp THouGcutr or.—Lay out 
twenty-one cards in three piles of seven 
cards each, putting down one card at a 
time. Let some one choose a card, telling 
you simply which pile it is in. That pile 
take into your hands, placing one pile 
above it and one below it. Deal and 
gather up the cards twice more in the same 
manner. Then the eleventh card will be 
the one chosen. 





Three Simple Experiments. 





How To Putan Eae into A Smauu NECKED 
Borrie.—By steeping an egg in vinegar 
for some time it can be made pliable enough 
to be stuffed into a bottle. Then restore 
the egg to its natural shape by pouring 
water into bottle. 


How tro Eat a Tattow Canpie.—Make 
an imitation candle stub of a piece of apple. 
The wick, made of almond meat, will burn 
for a few seconds. 


To Maker a Rina HanG By A BurRNED 
THREAD.—Tie a small ring to a short thread 
soaked in common salt water. Being light- 
ed, the thread will burn to ashes, and still 
sustain the ring. 


Verses for Autograph Albums. 
Within this book so pure and white, let 
none but friends presume to write ; and 
may each line with friendship given, direct 
the reader’s thought to heaven. 
A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches, 
I thought, I thought, I thought in vain; 
at last I thought I would write my name, 
Some, write for pleasure, some write for 
fame, but I write simply to sign my name, 
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BEHOLD AGENTS 


HOUSEHOLD PACKAGES 


GO WITH A RUSH. 
People borrow money to buy them; nothing like them. 
To Agents Samples and Circulars 2 Stamps. 


L. A, WOODWARD & CO., THOMPSONVILLE, CONN. 


THE BEST YET. 


TEN YEARS ESTABLISHED. 

We will send to any reader of PLAIN TALK just 
ONE DOLLAR & TEN CENTS’ WORTH 
OF NOVELTIES, CARDS, PLAYS, GAMES 
TRICKS, PUZZLES, &c., for 
ONLY TWENTY-FIVE CENTS., 

In a neat box, postpaid, by mail. Really this box is 
WORTH DOLLARS for instruction and amusement in any 
family, and to ENTERTAIN COMPANY. Please bear in 
mind that the old and young MUST HAVE their buttons 
sewed on tight when some of the games are played. An 

J 


elegant present. You should send at once.. nly 25c. 
Postal note or silver preferred. 


8. M. BOWLES, WOODFORD, VERMONT. 


HVHRYTHING GOS. 
We have on hand cg fp he Hundred of those well 
own 


Gaskell’s Compendiums, 


that we want to get rid ot 


AT 25c. EACH. 


Everybody knows that GASKELL’s COMPLETE Com- 
PENDIUM OF PENMANSHIP is the only correct system of 
self-teaching that REALLY DOES TEACH. It contains 
models for practice in Business Writing, Ladies’ Pen- 
manship, Ornamental Work, Artistic Pen Sketching, 
&c., all enclosed in neat and handsome case. 


The Publisher’s price is $1.00—Ours, 25c. 


MYERS & CO., 


614 PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


CASOESASINILEFCON, 


or THE MARVELLOUS WHEREWITHAL EDUCATOR. 
ITS PRICE IS $1.00. 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEMONSTRATED; 
COMPREHENDING 30,000 TOPICS 
INTO $100 ITS COST TO YOU. 
MNEMONICS, 





NO 
NO CLASSES, 


BUT A LIFE COURSE, $1. 
THE PERFECTION OF SIMPLICITY. 


The WHEREWITHAL 
Manfg. & Pub. Co. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Give full address for mailing. 


JOURNALISTS 


Now publishing or about to publish a paper, are re- 
quested to communicate with me. I have unsurpassed 
facilities for the prompt and neat execution of all orders 
entrusted to me, 


MY_EXPERIENGE 


Has been so extended that I can give valuable aid in the 
make up of journals entrusted to my care. 


IN WRITING 


For estimate state size of paper desired (if possible send 
printed sample), how many copies each month, how 
many advertising pages, and about what quality oj 
paper. 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 
20 RYERSON ST., BROOKLYN, NY, 


Enclose 2 cent stamp for reply. 
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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES. 


ee, 6 

Contributions to this department are solicited from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities, 

















Notes from Here and There. 








Tt is a curious fact, that when yonng par- 
tridges are hatched and have left the nest 
the two portions of each shell will be found 
placed the one within the other. This is 
doubtless done by the chicks themselves in 
their last successful effort to escape from 
prison. 


Crows are commonly said to live for a 
hundred years, and turtles are reported to 
have even longer life; but if Professor 
Baird says that asa fish has no maturity, 
there is nothing to prevent it from living 
indefinitely and growing continually. He 
cites in proof a pike living in Russia, whose 
age dates back to the fifteenth century. 
In the royal aquarium at St. Petersburg 
there are fish that have been there a hun- 
dred and forty years. 


A scientist has been making a careful es- 
timate of the many million of birds in 
America, and says, that, if even 5,000,000 
were destroyed annually for the purpose of 
obtaining ornaments for ladies’ bonnets, 
the loss would not be perceptibly noticed. 
Just so. And if this scientific gentleman 
himself were killed, and his skin used for 
drumheads, there would still be 50,000,000 
of people in the United States. His loss 
would not be perceptibly noticed.— West- 
ern Christian Advocate. 


How Sripers Movuutt.—When a spider is 
preparing to moult, it stops eating for sev- 
eral days, and fastens itself by a short line 
of web to one of the main lines of its snare, 
which holds it firmly while it proceeds to 
undress. The skin cracks all around the 
throax, and is held only by the front edges. 
Next the abdomen is uncovered. Now 
comes the struggle to free the legs; it 
works and kicks vigorously, and seems to 
have very hard work. But continued per- 
severance for about fifteen minutes brings 
it out of the old dress ; and it seems almost 
lifeless and is limp and helpless for several 
minutes, but gradually comes back to life. 
and looks brighter and prettier than before. 


How to OCxean Beeturs.—Among the 
annoyances of the collector is the fact that 
beetles and some other insects sometimes 
become covered with an apparently greasy 
substance that greatly detracts from their 
beauty. A writer in the Canadian Ento- 
mologist gives the following method for 
cleaning such specimens: Dip the insect 
one-half to one minute in spirits of ammo- 
nia (liquid ammonia), wash in water (the 
hotter the better), and the thing is done. 
Offensive beetles like Jrox silpha, etc., 
can be cleaned and purified instantly. How 
far the ammonia may be employed in clean- 
ing Lepidoptera and other insects, I do 
not know, but it renewned the beauty of 
two very greasy specimens of Cossus cen- 
terensis. This liquid also dissolves the 
verdigris that forms on the pins that passed 
through insects, but the insect must remain 
longer in the ammonia and be more care- 
fully washed. 


THe Opp Nesting PLAcEe oF A Pair oF 
Wrens.—On a barn in the suburbs of New 
York City there is a weather-vane in the 
shape of a horse, which has in it a bullet- 
hole a little over an inch in diameter. Now 
a weather-vane is at the most but an 
inch and a half in thickness, but still this 
small space was utilized by a pair of house- 
wrens as a home, and here they have bred 
for two years. f often sat and watched 
these little workers trying to carry small 
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sticks into this tiny space, but as the en- 
trance was at the bottom of the horse, they 
never succeeded in the undertaking, and at 
last gave it up, and built their nest entirely 
of soft materials. 

They never seemed to mind the motion 
of the vane, and many a time as I have 
been passing, I have stopped to listen to the 
clear, sweet notes coming from that small 
throat, as the male bird perched upon the 
horse, sang his love-song to his better half, 
while she tended his household duties upon 
the inside. In this stronghold they have 
raised three broods ; one the summer be- 
fore last, and two last summer, the latter 
brood containing seven young.—7he Oolo- 
gist. 


THe ‘‘Gina Monster.”—G. W. Dunn, 
the queer old white-haired naturalist, whose 
rooms at the American Exchange Hotel 
form the oddest museum of animal lifé per- 
haps on the continent, leaves in a day or 
two for Cape St. Lucas to gather together 
a line of animal life hitherto unknown to 
scientists. Hundreds of people have in the 
last few weeks called and peeped into the 
old ‘naturalist’s strange collection. There 
the most horrible reptiles, tarantulas, pois- 
onous scorpion and the most deadly insects 
from the burning climes of the South are 
to be found. 

**Since the world began,” said the gray- 
haired enthusiast last night, ‘‘ there hasn’t 
been but one naturalist at Cape St. Lucas, 
and that was thirty years ago. It is a new 
land, but I know there are some strange 
things to be got down there that will star- 
tle even the scientists. For twenty years 
I have been traveling up and down the 
country, across the deserts and in the 
mountains, getting these strangest speci- 
mens of animal life. And among the odd- 
est in all my experience is the Gila mon- 
ster. Now, to this day, many people think 
there is no such thing as a Gila monster. 
And yet, throughout the Colorado desert, 
especially along the Gila river, you may 
encounter thousands. On the contrary, 
too, you may scarcely see one. The Gila 
monster (//eloderma horidium) is almost 
as thick as your leg and about eighteen or 
twenty inches long. It has a head which 
is pretty near all mouth, and opens clear 
back to its ears. The head is about as big 
as half of a cigar-box, set with little, vi- 
cious eyes, and the mouth is powerfully 
muscled, and set with four sharp fangs and 
a lot of grinders. The color of the mon- 
ster is reddish, with brown spots. It has 
a blunt tail, as nearly all poisonous lizards 
have. I found these monsters living in the 
hot sand. They are not good to fool with, 
and a man who is in the Gila monster busi- 
ness must know what he is about. One 
day last June I pulled up from the hot 
desert to a little ranch on the Colorada 
River. The man who owned the place had 
a pet Gila monster which he kept in a bar- 
rel. He stooped down to get him out to 
show him to me and some friends of his 
who were there, and the monster shut 
down on his thumb. He gripped it so 
tight in his awful mouth, which was like a 
vase, that his jaws had to be pried open 
with an iron bar. The man lived only a 
few hours and died in terrible spasms, 
Another man bitten while I was down 
there has ever since been paralyzed in the 
side. Hardly anybody ever gets over a 
bite from this terrible animal. Now, a 
tarantula makes a bad sore, but it doesn't 
killa man. I have got away frequently in 
the morning, while camping out, and found 


‘tarantula curled up on the edge of my 


blanket. They do that to keep warm, but 
if you are careful about disturbing them 
they won’t bite you,—San Francisco Fx: 
aminer, 











STAMP COLLECTORS. A BARGAIN. 


1870 90c. carmine with embossed back, unused, $2.15. 
Order now, as I have a very limited supply. 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 512 W. Market St., Akron, O. 


0 | A Packet of Coins or ores (big value) and 
; my 32pp. Illustrated Catalogue for only 10c. 
_ F’. GREANY, 827 Brannan St., San Francisco, Cal. 








S A PS 110 varieties, 10c. ; 500 mixed, 10c.; 8 Mexico, 

.5c.; 7 Cuba, 10c.; 4 Chili, 5c.; 3 Bulgaria, 5c.; 
6 Ceylon, 5c.; 10 Austria, 5c.; 6 Luxemburg, ic.; 4 U.S. 
war, 5c.; 5 Roumania, 6c.; 6 Victoria, 3 Hong Kong, bc.; 
6 Great Britain Jubilee stamps, 5c.; 2 Fiji Nataiede: Ic. ; 
5 Baden, 6c.; 5 Servia, 5c.; 3 Bosnia) 5c. Catalogue of 
every stamp ever issued, 10c. 1,000 Stamp Hinges for in- 
serting stamps in album, l0c, Price List free. Agents 
wanted, 834 per cent. commission. c 
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Batchelder Postage Stamp Co., 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


3,113 Cass Avenue, T 
aa . 2 . . 3 
Philatelic Literature. 

Send list of wants and prices paid for same. Fifty 
stamps for every stamp paper sent me. Correspond- 
ence solicited for the exchange of Philatelic Papers. The 
“Philatelic Literature Collector,” 10 cents. per year. 
Stamps on approval at 25 per cent. commission. Com- 
plete file ‘Stamp Record,” 4 nos., 25 cents. 
H. C. BEARDSLEY, A. P. A., 95, 

St. Joseph, Mo. 


Special Bargains for Stamp Collectors. 
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8 d 
Price List free. Approval Sheets at 25 per cent. com- 
mission. Good reference required. 


C. DREW, BOX 3,250, NEW YORK CITY. 


A BARGAIN. 


25 different rare stamps from the following countries 
only: *Bolivia, Persia, Mexico, “Siam, Japan, Hawaiian 
Isles, *Peru, Natal, *Bulgaria, Egypt, *Cyprus, (Proy.) 
Jamaica, Gautemala, Brazil, only 20 cents, 


W. W. McLaren, 


649 Prospect Street, Cleveland, Ohio. 











READ AND PROFIT THEREBY. 


We have packets at prices from 


10 GENTS 10 $10.000. 


Persia, 5 and 10 francs 

she official, 4 var : 

Fine approval sheets at 30 per cent. commission to par- 
ties furnishing references. Lists Free. 


THE EMPIRE STAMP COMPANY, 
NO. BROOKFIELD, MASS. 

STAMP COLLECTOR’S, ATTENTION! 
Having purchased of A. Lohmeyer, Baltimore, Md., 

his entire remaining stock of stamps, we are prepared to 

send you the finest assortment of stamps on approval at 

a liberal discount. Send for one or more sheets, enclos- 

ing a good reference. We have a number of 5c. 


6c. U.S. 
Envs., Blue on White, 1875, Scott’s No. 145, Die A, that 
we are selling at a reasonable figure. 


The Genesee Stamp and Coin Company, 
BOX 462, ROCHESTER, N. Y, 


Peete eee eee ween ees eeee ee eeeseeseseee 
“ 








IN THE SELECTION OF 


A CHOICE CIFT 


For Pastor, Parent, Teacher, Child, or 
Friend, both elegance and usefulness will be found 
combined in a copy of Webster’s Unabridged. 





Besides many other valuable features, it contains 


A Dictionary 


of 118,000 Words, 3000 the Wo. 


A Gazetteer of the World 


locating and describing 25,000 Places, 


A Biographical Dictionary 


of nearly 10,000 Noted Persons, 


A Dictionary of Fiction 


found only in Webster, 


All in One Book. 


3000 more Words and nearly 2000 more Illus: 
* trations than any other American Dictionary. 
Sold by all Booksellers. Pamphlet free. 


G. & C, MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mase, 
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Sending Postage Stamps by Mail. 

A good way of enclosing a stamp in a let- 
ter is to cut two parallel slits near one cor- 
ner of your letter sheet, and then slip the 
stamp under the narrow ribbon of paper 
between the slits. If youare going to send 
a number of stamps enclose them in a small 
envelope or wrap them in paper. Itisa 
good idea, if you fold the sheet of stamps, 
to put layers of thin paper—tracing paper 
if you have it —between the folds. Never 
enclose stamps in a letter still damp from a 
copying press. Never gum acorner on a 
letter sheet under any circumstances. 
Never fail to enclose a stamp when you 
write about a matter that concerns you 
mainly or altogether. 


How to Treat Books. 





A good text for those who are users of 
books, but not book-lovers, is a saying of 
Milton: ‘‘ As good almost kill a man as kill 
a good book; who kills a man kills a rea- 
sonable creature, God’s image; but he who 
destroys a good book kills reason itself.” 

The same extravagant but telling logic 
might be used in reference to the rough 
treatment of books, especially those which 
are borrowed, either from individuals or 
from the public. It is unnecessary to sa 
that the scrupulously honest person will 
exercise even more care in using the prop- 
erty of others than that belonging to him- 
self, but the thoughtless need to be pinned 
down to some such rules as the following: 

Never make a pencil-mark on a book 
which is not your own. 

Never turn down a leaf. 

Never touch a book except with fingers 
scrupulously clean. 

Never use it while eating a luncheon; 
butter and crumbs will not agree with its 
constitution. 

Never throw it down when you have done 
using it; many a book has had its back 
broken by such a shock. 

In short, regard the most shabby speci- 
men of the bookmaker’s art, when it be- 
longs to another, with the same considera- 
tion which you would accord to a choicely 
bound yolume of your own.— Companion. 


How to Endorse a Check. 





Very;few otherwise intelligent and edu- 
cated people understand how to properly 
endorse a bank check payable to their 
order, and few realize the inconvenience 
they cause by placing their endorsement in 
an awkward position. An observance of 
the following rules will enable anybody to 
place their signature in the proper place: 

1. Write across the back—not length- 
wise. 

2. The top of the back is the left end of 
the face. 

3. To deposit a check, write *‘for De- 
posit,” and below this your name. A clerk 
not having the power of attorney to sign 


or endorse checks, can deposit his firm’s 
check by writing on the top of the back, 
‘* For deposit only to credit of ———,” and 


below this write his own name. 

4. Simply writing Y sekee name on the back 
of the check signifies that it has passed 
through your hands, and is payable to 
bearer. 

5. Always endorse a check just as it ap- 
pears on the face. For instance, if the 
check is payable to ‘‘G, Read,” endorse 











See 2 2 aK 


**G. Read;” if to ‘‘Geo. Read,” endorse | 
**Geo. Read;” if to ‘‘George F. Read.” 
endorse ‘‘ George F. Read.” If the spel- 
ling of the name on the face of the check is 
wrong, endorse first just as the face ap- 
pears, and below, the proper way. For 
instance, the check is payable on face 
to ‘‘George Reade; endorse ‘‘ George 
Reade,” and below this first endorsement 
write what it should have been, ‘‘ George 
Read.” 

6. If you wish to make the check payable 





to some particular person, ‘‘ Pay to-———— 
or order. ‘i 

In England all checks are payable to 
bearer, but in this country all strangers 
presenting checks for payment must be 
identified by some one known to the bank. 
— Underwood’s. 





Judging of Distances. 


It is only after experience and practice 
that we learn to judge with moderate cer- 
tainty of distances in the region to which 
we happen to belong. As soon as we go 
out from familiar surroundings into others 
of a different character, we are all more or 
less deceived in estimating distances about 
us. Sportsmen discover this, to their dis- 
cust, when they first enter upon strange 
hunting-grounds. 

The difficulty arises partly from the 
nature of the surface and partly from the 
conditions of the atmosphere. So far as 
the former cause is effective, a person used 
to a rough, hilly landscape, 1s apt to under- 
rate the distance when he first finds him- 
self upon the prairie, or upon the ice of a 
frozen pond. 

Also a barren plain is more deceptive 
than one that is covered with vegetation; 
but in this case perhaps more is due to the 
air than to the soil. 

On the other hand, let a person whose 
home has been upon the prairie go into a 
hilly country and he will at first be apt to 
overestimate distances. This, however, 
will not hold true if he goes among moun- 
tains of any considerable elevation, for here 
the other cause of error, the condition of 
the air, comes into play, and is by far the 
more effective of the two. 

Generally, the clearer the air the more 
distinctly we see objects through it, and we 
judge of their distance by the distinctness 
of our vision. As we go up the higher 
mountains we rise into a thinner and purer 
atmosphere through which we receive an 
impression correspondingly clear, and 
hence we conclude that the distance is pro- 
portionally less than it really is. 

The higher up we go, the clearer the air 
and the more we are deceived. It is chiefly 
the increased purity of the atmosphere 
over the desert tracts that leads us into 
error when we judge of distance when 
looking at objects about us. 

The liability to mistake will be the other 
way on the part of those who are brought 
from the mountains or the desert into a 
denser and less clear atmosphere than they 
have been accustomed to. The same per- 
son will need to correct the testimony of 
his eyes every time he changes the condi- 
tions under which they are employed. The 
infirmity, if soit may be called, is one of 
the mind and not of the senses.— Youth’s 
Companion, 


Another Fortunate One. 

To the Editor of Puatn Tax: 

I received your letter, also the book, and 
I must acknowledge that it is quite a novel 
idea to give books away. No use talking, 
Puatn TALK is the paper for young and old. 

Epitor Minerva Reyiew, 
N. Y. Nov. 22, 1888, 
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GENTS, I qm eking the fautest’selling articles on the 
market ; an hour easily made - ticula 6 
I’. Jones, 7 Murray street, New York ity. a a Bakke 
EEDS$ 2 extra ree packets flower seeds, and two large 
colored plates of flowers, 4c. stamps. STAR SEED 
‘O,, Huntington, Conn, 
OR FACTS 
Valuable for Man, Woman or Child, send Four Gents to 
M. C. FOLGER, W. Pawlet, Vt, 
100 XX nO. 6 ENVELD E§ with any printing, 40c. Cards 
} , and NoteHeads at same prices; Sent post- 
paid, Waltes Mayer, Deerfield, Wis. 


We will send The World one year, insert 
C for one year. all for 10 
cts. Guarantee im- 
30x 
for 


name in directory 
a é mense mail or money 
refunded. THE WorLp, Passumpsic, Vt. 
The 
A. 


HOKT-HAND. Send JO Cents 


Full Set Self-Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. 
Haven College, 1,322 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa., U. 8. 


THERE ARE WONDERS ON THE EARTH THAT WERE NEVER DREAMED OF 


MAMMOTH BUDGET. 


An Astounding Aggregation of Mysterious, Magical, Mirthfal, Musical and Mi 
Things. EVE Y BUDGET CONTAINS ALL THE FOLLOW ee ee 
60 Parlor Games, 63 Sleight of Hand Tricks, 46 Chemical Experiments, 23 Recitations, 9 
Rebuses, 19 Mustrated Passles, 100 Popular Songs, 200 Albam Verses, 100 Money Mak- 
ing Secrets, 41 Fancy Work Designs, Pictures of Famous Men and Women, 30 Rid- 
dies, Puazles, &e., 6 Large Engravings, Language of Flowers, Golden Wheel Fortane Tell- 
er, Dictionary of Dreams, Glove Flirtation, Handkerchief Flirtation, Lover's Telegraph, 
Magic Age Tablet, Telegraph Alphabet, Parasol Flirtation, Magic Square, Seven Won 
ders of the World, Map ofthe U. 8., Deaf and Dumb Alphabet, Calendar for the Current 
oar, Hat Flirtation, Pan Flirtation, Game of Questions and Answers, $5 Prize Pursie, 
We sond all the shove post paid for only 14 eénta, and every person who send an order a 
once will receire FREE our LargeSAMPLE BOOK of CAR and AGENTS OUTFIT. 


Address, Eagle Card Works, Cadiz, Ohio. 


FREE READING! 
VL TELL YOU HO TO GET IT. Send me 10 


cents for postage, etc. 
and I will send you by mail a large package of best 
reading matter of all kinds, Stories, Fun, etc. Special 




















rates on large orders. 
I, LEWIN, 249 E. ssth St., N. Y. City. 
quiring no instruction. Writing equal to $100 machine. 
he most useful invention of the age, surpassing pen 
tute Exhibition. Constructed entirely of hard metal, 
with copper letters. Warranted for 5 years. Sent to 
ess, 
GEO. R. BLAKELY, 
_ BRapForD, McKean Co., Pa._ 

WANTE * COLLECTOR 
To send for our Beautiful Free Sample of Colored Shad- 
and sheets to perfection. Every boy or girl collector 
should answer this advertisement by letter and enclose 
ply Dept. American Association of Pen Artists, Galion, 
Crawford Co., Ohio. 

and Amusements, Speakers, Dia- 

logues, Gymnastics, Fortune Tellers, 
ers, Etiquette, etc. 

DICK & FITZGERALD, 
5 ESTABLISHED I845. 
mechanical paper published and has the largest 

circulation of any paper of its class in the world. 


Address, 

Over 5,000 soldin one month. The only machine re- 
or printing press. Medal awarded at American Insti- 
any address on receipt of $5.00. Addr 
ing Pen Lettering. Just what will set off your albums 
2c. stamp for samples. No postal cards. Address Sup- 

END for Free Catalogue of Books 
Dream Books, Debates, Letter Writ- 
18 Ann St., New York. 
Is the oldest and most popular scientific and 
Fully illustrated. Best class of Wood Engrav- 


ings. Published ree Send for specimen 
copy. Price $3a year. Four months’ trial, $1._ 
MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS, 361 Broadway, N.Y. 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDER 


Edition of Scientific American. 


A great success. Each issue contains colored 
lithographic plates of country and city residen- 
ces or public buildings. Numerous engravings 
and full plans and specifications for the use of 
such as contemplate building. Price $2.50 a year, 
25 cts. a copy. MUNN & CO., PUBLISHERS. 


may be secur- 
ed by apply- 
ing to MUNN 
& Co., who 
have had over 


40 years’ experience and have made over 
100,000 applications for American and For- 
eign patents. Send for Handbook. Corres- 
pondence strictly confidential. 


TRADE MARKS. 


In case your mark is not registered in the Pat- 
ent Office, apply to MUNN & Co., and procure 
immediate protection. Send for Handbook. 

COPYRIGHTS for books, charts, maps, 
etc., quickly procured. Address 

MUNN & CO., Patent Solicitors. 
GENERAL OFFICE; 361 BROADWAY, N, ¥ 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
IN ADVANOE. 


Per Annum......... 50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents, 
To Foreign Countries 75 cents per annum. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Per line, per insertion, 10 cents; per inch, 75 cents; per 
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Let every young reader turn to the arti- 
cle headed ‘‘A Handsome Gift” on page 
13. 


Electrotypes of any cuts used in this pa- 
per will be furnished to other publishers at 
reasonable rates. 





Parents searching for suitable Christinas 
presents, should not overlook the educa- 
tional power of the printing press. Small 
presses may now be had at very reasonable 
prices, and few presents will furnish so 
much real pleasure. 


The January number of this paper will 
contain a highly interesting original story 
of Libby Prison, written for it by Inda 
Barton Hays. It will be handsomely illus- 
trated and we are sure will hold the atten- 
tion of every reader from the first sentence 
to the last. 


A method of binding papers and maga- 
zines was suggested in our November num- 
ber, and we learn of one or two readers 
who have already tried it with success. A 
bound volume of a favorite magazine or 
paper is a decided addition to one’s library, 
and an addition which can easily be made. 


Every reader of a sample copy of Puain 
Tax should turn to the announcement of 
‘Books Given Away” on the 16th page. 
We have already had the pleasure of send- 
ing out several of the volumes and hope to 
be able to send many more. We publish 
one or two letters from subscribers who 
have received books. 


Scribner's Magazine struck a vein of 
popular interest when the publication of 
its series of railroad articles was com- 
menced, and it is pleasant to note that 
more than 25,000 new readers have been 
added within a few months. The high 
character of the magazine will be main- 
tained during the year to come and it is 
not too much to expect that another 25,000 
readers will learn to prize Scribner’s. The 
price is but $3,00 a year. We club it with 
Pua Tak at $3,00, thus giving this paper 
free, 


a | would like our Puatn TAuk ones to be. 





Puain Tauk is proud of its boys and 
girls, and many scores of them have sent in 
their letters telling what they would like to 


see in subsequent numbers of the paper. |. 


Some of their desires have been anticipated 
and others will be attended to soon, One 
lad we want to answer right here. He 
wants to know our idea of what constitutes 
a ‘‘perfect boy.”” We don’t believe there 
is such a production, but we can tell in a 
few words about what kind of boys we 
In 
the first place we hope they are not 
**sneaks,” for the boy who goes sneaking 
about will be likely to find his way into 
about all the evil there is. Then we hope 
they are workers, doing their best to make 
a home-run every time they take their turn 
at the bat. The boy who is satisfied to 
take his place at the foot of the hill and re- 
main there is not the boy for us. Great 
things will happen within the next fifty 
years and the earnest, hard working boys 
are the ones who will win the renown. 





What Trade Will You Learn. 


In the last number of Puarn TALK was 
printed the following : 

It is an idea now prevalent, and a good 
one, too, that every boy and girl, no mat- 
ter what their station in life may be, should 
learn some trade. Reverses come unex- 
pectedly in these rushing, pushing times, 
and the rich of to-day may be the poor of 
to-morrow. We wonder what trades our 
Puarn Tak boys and girls are thinking of 
learning! Write and tells us. If you think 
you would like to be a blacksmith, or a 
printer, or a dressmaker, or a cook, tell us 
briefly, and tell us why youso decide. Let- 
ters will be printed in subsequent issues, and 
the discussion cannot fail to be interesting 
if the boys and girls will take hold of it. 


Time has been too short for many replies 
to this, although some have been received. 
We hope to have enough letters by the 20th 
of December so that we may be sure of an 
interesting discussion in the January num- 
ber. Let every young reader of the paper 
write us a few words at least. 


Special Book Offer. 





We offer, elsewhere, a handsome book to 
every tenth subscriber, and have now an 
especially attractive offer to make to any 
subscriber who can get up aclub of fifty. 
It is this: For a club of fifty subscribers 
and $25.00 we will give the getter up of the 
club a set of fifty handsome cloth-bound 
books, which he may select from a list of 
200 volumes, which we will send to any ad- 
dress on application. 

These books he can keep for himself, 
thus having all at once a very attractive lit- 
tle library, or he can give one to each of 
his club, if he so desires. Schools, socie- 
ties, granges, Sunday-schools, ete., could 
unite in the work, and thus add fifty vol- 
umes to their library. 

We will furnish sample copies and all 
particulars upon request. It isan opportu- 
nity which should not be allowed to pass 
unnoticed, 











BOOKS WORTH READING. 


St. NicHouas: an Illustrated Magazine for young 
Folks. Conducted by Mary Mapes Deoee. YO aa 
Part I, Nov., 1887, to April, 1888; Part II, May, 1888, to 
Oct., 1888. New York: The Century Co. 


What can we say that has not been al- 
ready said in praise of this most wholesome 
of publications for young folks? What The 
Century is to big folks St. Nicholas is to 
the younger generation. And yet we have 
a strong suspicion that the reading of S¢. 
Nich, is not confined to the young folks, 
for in ae, a household we wot of ‘‘ chil- 
dren of a larger growth” look as eager] 
for its rary / coming as do little Ted, 
and Hal, and Alice. An investment of $3.00 
will twelve times a year bring this maga- 
zine with its wealth of illustrations and 
fund of healthful entertainment, and we 
are free to say that we do not think a like 
sum could be better spent if young people 
are to be entertained. 

SuccEssFUL WOMEN. _By Sarah K. Bolton. With Port 
raits. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. 1888. $1.25. 

The boys have been preached to time and 
again regarding ‘‘ Famous Men,” ‘‘ Repre- 
sentative Men, ” ete., and why shouldn't 
the girls read, in their turn, of women who 
have succeeded? Mrs. Bolton has done 
her work well, and the biographies are in- 
teresting, while they do not read like 
‘* obituaries,” a fault which some one has 
declared to be common to most modern 
biographical sketches. Some of the women, 
as Frances E. Willard, ‘‘ Marion Harland,” 
and Clara Barton, are well known. Others, 
as Mary L. Booth, the editor of Harper’s 
Bazar; ‘‘Margaret of New Orleans,” of 
whom it was said that she was so poor that 
she never wore a silk dress or a kid glove, 
and Per so rich that she gave away $600,000, 
the fruit of her own labors ; Ellen J. Camp- 
bell, the successful florist and business wo- 
man of Ohio, are less famous, perhaps, and 
yet none the less worthy. For a Christmas 
gift toa thoughtful, reading girl, no book 
could be better. 


LittLeE Jor. By James Otis. Boston: D. Lothrop & 
Co, 1888. $1.00. 





While not sensational, this book is ‘‘ ex- 
citing every minute,” as one reader puts it. 
The interest is maintained from the first 
page, where ‘‘ Joe” appears with the un- 
fortunate dog and appeals to the veterinary 
surgeon to ‘‘fix him up,” through the 
shifting scenes of a New York newsboy’s 
life, the capture by the Italian padrone and 
subsequent escape, the Jersey farm episode 
and the final summing up. The book is a 
good one to buy and a safe one to read. 
HUNTING IN THE JUNGLE, with Gun and Guide, after 


Large Game. By Warren F. Kellogg. Boston: Estes 
and Lauriat, 1888. $2.50. 


From first word to last this book is caleu- 
lated to excite and maintain the interest of 
every reader who has even the faintest love 
for tales of adventure and daring. It is 
magnificently illustrated and will be 
sought after as a Christmas gift to fill the 
demand of the youngsters for ‘‘a book all 
about animals.” The gorilla stories, those 
in regard to hunting the chimpanzee and 
ourang-outang, are no less interesting than 
the chapters devoted to the rhinoceros, and 
to the lions and tigers. By kind permis- 
sion of the publishers we reproduce some 
of Mr. Kellogg’s stories regarding the ele- 
phant. 

TNWORMAZION 707) ian of Literacy, Works! iy wiper 
Kirk, compiler of “ Periodicals that Pay Contribu- 
tors.’ Published and for sale by the author. Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.: 786 Lafayette avenue. 1888. 

This little volume is full of useful sugges- 
tions concerning the. preparation of all 
kinds of literary work, and to the young 
and inexperienced writer cannot fail to be 


of great worth. Mrs. Ames has done her 
work well and the hook should have a large 
©, 
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LINCOLN. 


BY R, H, STODDARD. 
























































































“Ugh, heap big Injun ! Omaha ! Sioux! 
Pawnee !| See Great Father ! Have a drink 
fire-water 2? Warm Injun’s blood.” 

The Indian gazed at the young man a 
moment with an ill-concealed expression of 
contempt on his face, and then he said, 
with good pronunciation : 

“You must haye been reading dime nov- 
els, sir. Iam going back to my people in 
Montana after spending three years in the 
East at school. I advise you to do the 
same thing. Where I live gentlemen do 
not carry whiskey flasks in their pockets.” 

The young fire-water drinker did not 
wait to finish his smoke. There was too 
much mirth and music in thé air just then. 
—The Pipe of Peace. 


Personal and Impersonal. 





Bjornstjerne Bjornson is a Norwegian 
who has written some very entertaining 
books. His name looks like a jaw-breaker 
but it isn’t so very difficult to pronounce. 
Just sound the j’s as i’s, or rather as y’s 
and the final e of the first name and you 
have it, 

During the past campaign Gen. Harrison 
has gathered quite a museum of relics and 
trinkets that have been given him. Among 
them is an interesting collection of about 
fifty canes. One of these, presented by a 
Grand Army comrade at Sharon, Pennsyl- 
vania, is made of 10,500 pieces of wood of 
thirty-eight varieties, none of the pieces 
being larger than the head of an ordinary 
nail. There are also many miniature lo 
cabins, while the relics of the campaign o 
1840 are innumerable. 


John J. Jewett, the publisher of * Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin,” says that when Prof. Stowe 





This man, whose homely face you look upon, 
Was one of Nature’s masterful great men ; 
Born with strong arms, that unfought battles won; 
the pen. 


Direct of speech and cunning wit 


What Grant Thought of Sheridan. 








When Grant first met Sheridan, early in 
the war, he was unfavorably impressed by 
his appearance ; but as Sheridan added one 









SS atet Bx brilliant achievement to another, Grant’s brought him the manuscript of his wife’s 
SS estimate of him grew, until, when the war hye the ag Hem wae favor of selling 
EOYs was fully revealed, the final judgment of it for asum down. ‘‘I tell wife,” said he, 
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Chosen for large designs, he had the art 
Of winning with his humor, and he went 
Straight to his mark, which was the human heart. 
Wise, too, for what he could not break he bent. 


‘‘ that if she could get a good black silk or 
$50 in mone for the story she had better 
take it.”’ Mr. Jewett thinks he could have 
got the manuscript for $25. So large were 
the orders for the book that from the first 
day the publishers first began to print it 
the eight presses never stopped day or 
night, save Sundays, for six months, and 
even then there were complaints that the 
volumes did not appear fast enough. Ina 
little while Jewett was able to inform Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. Stowe that their perce 
already amounted to $10,000, and in a little 
while more they received another $10,000. 


Foster Coates says in one of his recent 
New York letters: Of the editors, Mr. 
Stone, of the Journal of Commerce, is pai 
$20,000. He is the President of the Asso- 
ciated Press, immensely wealthy, lives in 
Brooklyn, and has a mania for choice flow- 
ers and plants; his collection is worth 
over $250,000. Charles A. Dana, editor of 
the Sun, is paid $15,000 salary, but is also 
a large stockholder in the paper, and his 
income from this source is quite $100,000. 
Before the paper began to decline the sum 
was nearly $200,000. Whitelaw Reid, chief 
owner of the 7'ribune, pays himself nearly 
$12,000 yearly. He has been very fortu- 
nate in speculation, and is said to be worth 
over $1,000,000. His wife, a daughter of 
D. O. Mills, has a fortune of half that sum 
in her own name. Dr. George H. Hep- 
worth, who was at one time a great pulpit 
orator, now chief of the Herald staff, is 
paid $12,000 yearly by Jas. Gordon Bennett. 
Julius Chambers, the managing editor of 
the same paper, receives $10,000. Chas. R. 
Miller, the real editor of the New York 
Times, gets $10,000 a year. He has sever- 
al assistants in editorial writing, who get 
from $4,000 to $7,000. John C. Reid, the 
managing editor of the paper, ets $8,000, 
and Harold Frederick, the London corres- 
pondent $5,000. Colonel John A. Cocker- 
ill, managing editor of the World, gets 
$15,000 yearly. He also gets a small share 
of the profits of the paper making in all 
$20,000 yearly. George W. Turner, the 
publisher of the same paper makes $20,000 

early. George William Curtis is paid 
$10,000 yearly for editing Ha rper’s Weekly. 
He does not do much work, and for days 
Of Inestimable Value. at a time he does not go near the office. 
—— He lives in delightful ease in a great big 

No student can afford to be without a| roomy house on Staten Island. Novelist 
good dictionary. Webster’s is the stand- Howells is paid $10,000 for his work on 
ard, without question, and we have areal| Harper's Magazine, and Charles Dudley 
pleasure in speaking an unsolicited word | Warner, just half the sum for his humorous 
for it. We value highly the books of refer- | work on the same monthly. Richard Wat- 
ence in our library, but our Webster’s Un- | son Gilder gets $12,000 for editing the Cen- 
abridged is the most dearly prized. tury Magazine, 


the great warrior, generously expressed 
was this: ‘‘As a soldier, as a commander 
of troops, as a man capable of doing all 
that is possible with any number of men, 
there is no man living greater than Sheri- 
dan. He belongs to the very first rank of 
soldiers, not only of our country, but of the 
world. T rank Sheridan with Napoleon and 
Frederick, and the great commanders in 
history. No man ever had such a faculty 
of finding out things as Sheridan or of 
knowing all about the enemy. He was al- 
ways the best informed man in his com- 
mand as to the enemy. Then he had that 
magnetic quality of swaying men which I 
wish I had—a rare quality ina general. I 
don’t think any one can give Sheridan too 
high praise.” 


Upon his back a more than Atlas load, 
he burden of the commonwealth, was laid; 
He stooped, and rose up to it, though the roa 
Shot suddenly downward, not a whit dismayed. 


Hold, warriors, counsellors, kings—All now give place 
To this dear benefactor of the race. 





How to Form a Library. 





A well known author recently commended 
the following rules to be observed by 
youthful readers who are beginning the 
collection of books : 

I. Set apart a fixed sum, weekly or 
monthly, as the case may be, in proportion 
to your income, and spend that, and no 
more, for books. 

II, Always devote a portion of your 
money to acquiring works of reference. 

TIL Never buy a worthless book or 
edition. 

TV. Take care not to buy too many 
books of one class. 

V. Do not, at least until you have a fair 
show of books, be deluded into buying 
sets of an author. 

VI. Donotspend too much on magazines. 

VII. Be particular as to the binding of 


The Boy Who Tried. 


Many years ago a bo lived in the west- 
ern part of England. One day during play 
hour he did not go forth with the other 
lads to sport, but sat down under a tree by 
a little brook. 

He put his head upon his hand and be- 

an thinking. What about? He said to 

imself, ‘How strange itis! All this land 
used to belong to our family. Yonder fields 
and that house and all the houses round 
were once ours. Now we don’t own any of 
this land, and the houses are not ours any 
longer. Oh, if I could but get all this 
property back!” He then whispered two 
words, ‘‘I’ll try.” He went back to school 
that afternoon to begin to try. He was 
soon removed to a superior sc ool, where 


on Ate he did the same. By and by h 
: y he entered the 
VIII. Keep a catalogue of yous books, army, and eventually went to India as an 


entering, in pencil, inside each, the date of : eee ‘ : 
purchase and the cost, and in the catalogue officer. ce abilities, but still po his 
all particulars as to loans. energy an done ope onc ga? er promo- 
TX. Take care to read what you buy, are Mi Lg iri & ttc Othe bi cone ' 
and buy only what you intend to read, \t_ length he rose to the iighés POs 
, which a person could occupy 1n that land— 
he was made Governor General. In twenty 
years he came back to England and bought 
all the property which had once belonged 
to his family. The poor West of England 
boy had become the renowned Warren 
Hastings! 





Well Answered. 





A train from Pittsburg was approschiag 
Chicago. On board was a quiet, well- 
dressed copper-colored youn Indian, who 
seemed to have all he could do to attend to 
his own business, which he did without 
molestation, until a young chap came from 
the sleeper into the smoking car and saw 


im. 

‘An Indian, I guess,” said the young 
man, as he lighted a cigarette. And then, 
approaching the son of the sean he ‘at- 
tracted general attention by shouting, with 
strange gestures ; 
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All communications for this department should be 
addressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 














The style at present for attaching stamps 
in albums is by the use of a single gummed 
hinge, but this is susceptible of improve- 
ment, as stamps so fastened are liable to 
move sideways. The best method, and that 
in use by many prominent collectors, 1s to 
use two heme. one in either corner at the 
top, or a piece of gummed paper the width 
of the stamp is better, as it can be attached 
with little trouble and holds the stamps 
securely in its place. 





A writer in the Philatelic Beacon mourns 
the fact of his having, many years ago, in 
accordance with the custom then prevail- 
ing, cut his adhesive stamps close to the 
design, taking off all perforations. I was 
forcibly reminded of this barbarous custom 
a short time ago, when an unused five cent 
U. 8. 1857 with ornaments came into my 
hands. It had been secured in those ‘*‘ good 
old days,” and the owner to be in style had 
removed all the margin, so that the stamp, 
which is priced at five dollars, in its present 
condition would not bring one. 


Several articles have appeared lately re- 
garding the advance which Philately has 
made within the past few years, and few if 
any of the writers have observed the fact 
that now-a-days it is a rare thing to see one 
paper copy an article from another. Two 
or three years ago the custom of copying 
was so prevalent that the Philatelic Jour- 
nalofAmerica had its contents copyrighted 
each month in order to put a stop to the 
habit which many of the papers had of 
reprinting its articles without giving credit. 
As Philately has grown its subjects have 
become better acquainted with its various 
features, so that the papers are now larger, 
better printed, and for the most part full of 
original matter. 


On the evenings of Nov. 30 and Dee. 1. 
Mr. Jos. J. Casey disposed of the ‘‘ Edwin” 
collection at Geo. A. Leavitt’s rooms in N, 
Y. This was his seventeenth sale and con- 
sisted of 1587 lots including paper money, 
foreign and U. S. postage and revenue 
stamps, proofs, essays, etc. 


At the A. P. A. convention at Boston the 
by-law regarding the time allowed each 
member to keep the exchange sheets was 
changed from three to two devil This it 
was thought would facilitate matters, but 
another change was made requiring the 
superintendent to send the sheets to twelve 
members instead of six as formerly, so that 
the sheets will now be on the circuits long- 
er than at first. Mr. Clotz thinks that it 
will require about ten months to get the 
sheets back. 


The Scott Stamp & Coin Co. announce 
the fiftieth edition of their postage stamp 
catalogue as being ready on Noy. 15. 

Mr. Alvah Davison has ‘retired from the Collector's 
Ledger and the Aue Brothers reign in his stead. In 
parting from Editor Davison philatelic journalism loses 
one of its fair minded workers, and one who enjoyed the 
respect of all. he Stamp sincerely hopes that this re- 
tirement will be brief and that restored health will soon 
bring him again in the fold.—The Stamp. 

Thank you, brethren. Iam grateful to 
learn that my three years’ labor has not 
been lost. I hoped for along rest but the 
fates have denied it. I succumb. 


dy Wanderer in the Stamj says: ‘*I do 
not think there is a single collector or dealer 
in America who can say he is satisfied with 


| ine results of his exchange from Euro- 














peans.” This brings to mind one of my 
experiences. A short time ago I received 
from a party in Russia one hundred stamps 
of his country. He requested that I send 
him for them some Executive, State and 
Navy Department—but I didn’t. I re- 
turned his stamps and it seemed to me like 
throwing money away to pay re ay on 
them. The ‘‘ furenurs” seem to think that 
Executives grow on every bush in this 
country. If they do the bushes are grown 
in millionaires’ back yards. 


Regarding the failure of Mr. E. B. Ster- 
ling, of Trenton, N. J., of which this paper 
gave exclusive notice last month, I would 
say that he expects to continue his stamp 
business as heretofore. He believes that 
he will be on his feet again in a few months, 
something which the public will be glad to 
hear. Mr. Sterling’s labors in the discov- 
ery and cataloguing of the various stamps’ 
of our country can never be estimated, and 
the philatelic public owe him a debt of grati- 
tude which could not be reckoned in 
money. 


Mr. Wm. P. Brown’s article in the Amer- 
ican Philatelist on reprints has stirred up 
a hornet’s nest. A voleano has been 
smouldering under them for some time, and 
the present discussion cannot fail to pro- 
duce good results, while at the same time it 
will no doubt fix the status of these much 
maligned stamps. I have heard it stated 
that some of the. U. 8. reprints are worth 
more than the originals, but I have never 
heard a sensible reason to back it up. 
The foremost collector in this country, Mr. 
John K. Tiffany, gives the following as his 
opinion of the government reprints: ‘‘ As 
the reprints or specimens of all except the 
current series are in some respects unlike 
the originals, they are really only so many 
sain accurate pictures of what have 

een.” 


Mr. G. B. Calman, of New York, has is- 
sued his fall wholesale list of stamps. A 
larger variety than usual of U. 8. depart- 
ment stamps are offered, and this the deal- 
ers will appreciate, as this class of stamps 
are somewhat difficult to purchase. Many 
believe that the U.S. department stamps 
will take a tumble some day, but I fear 
their hopes have little foundation to rest 
upon. The Executive set now bring seven 
dollars at auction sales. 


In the November Philatelic Gazette 
“Wanderer” disputes the claim of the 
National Society as being the one to whom 
the most credit is due for the formation of 
the American Philatelic Association. He 
advances strong arguments, and as an im- 
partial judge I am inclined to agree with 
him. I have always given the credit first, 
to 8. B. Bradt for his strong appeal in the 
Philatelic Journal of America and sec- 
ond, to C. H. Mekeel for taking the matter 
up and pushing it for all it was worth. A 
committee may be appointed and yet if 
some one else goes ahead and does the 
work, to whom is the credit due ? 





As auction sales of stamps are now in full 
blast I will say a few words for those who 
may be ignorant of how they are conducted. 
First, catalogues are issued describing the 
different stamps to be offered, these being 
separated into lots, each with a number. 
The catalogues are furnished free to all in- 
tending buyers, and bids may be sent to 
the party holding the sale or to anyone 
who will attend. Im sending your bid you 
should state the price you will pay for each 
stamp as the lots often contain more than 
one, If your bidder can obtain the stamps 
for less than the price you name he will do 





so, but in any case he will not go above it. 
The usual charge for buying is five per 
cent. this being added to the amount pur- 
chased for you. After the sale whatever 
stamps are obtained for you are forwarded 
with a bill for the amount and five per cent. 
additional, and this you remit. Auction 
sales are now an established feature of the 
stamp business, and many stamps can be 
obtained through them at much less prices 
than through dealers, 


The Collector's Magazine cannot com- 
prehend why New Jersey lacks a philatelice 
society. Confidentially, brethren, I will 
state the reason. It is because the collec- 
tors are scattered over to wide an expause 
of territory. You and I for instance 
would like to have a society, but how to 
ight the fifty miles between us, there’s 

e rub. 


Mr. Herman Mittelmann, of Czernowitz, 
Austria, has sent me a catalogue of his 
compiling entitled ‘‘ The Existing Phila- 
telic Papers.”” The book is dated 1889, and 
among the American papers I find The 
Collector’s Companion, New Jersey Phi- 
latelist, Stamp World, (F. L. Mills) and 
hosts of others which years ago departed 
this life. The Briefmarken Zeitungen I 
fear is not a work to swear by. 


The portrait of Mr. H. A. Reuss, the 
prominent dealer of Paris, Texas, is given 
in the November Collector’s Ledger. The 
Stamps of Eastern Romelia, Trip to 
Washington and other articles make up an 
interesting number. Mr. Aue was so 
charmed with his trip to the capitol, that 
he now has his eye on a government posi- 
— sy much for being a member of the 

! 


The Badger State Philatelist completes 
its first volume with the November number 
in which is given a very readable Literary 
Review. ‘The publisher announces a series 
of ‘‘ Prominent Philatelists’’ to commence 
with the December number. By all means 
give the portraits as the public like to see 
our good looking ‘‘ stampists.”’ 





Thirty-four new members and thirteen 
applicants is the record of the American 
Philatelic Association for the month of 
October. ‘‘ The line is wavering, a little 
more effort and they’ll be on a run” — 
into the association. Let the good work 
go on! 


An excellent portrait of Mr. Patrick 
Chalmers, son of the inventor of the adhe- 
sive stamp, accompanies the November 
number of the Stamp Collector's Figaro, 
The portrait is on a fine plate paper fit for 
framing which many no doubt will do with 
it. 

The arguments for the reprint are the same as those 
for the fac-simile, counterfeit, paciorrern or any other 
substitute for the genuine article. The collector of 
stamps wants the genuine original or none at all.”— 
Philatelic Journal of America, 

Now Mr. Mekeel is coming around with 
the maiority. At the Boston Convention 
he obiected to having the word ‘‘reprint” 
stamped under the government reprints on 
the ground that he believed the latter to be 
worth as much if not more than the origi- 
nals. The writer argued that reprints of 
any kind, irrespective of value, should only 
be sold as such, and the majority concur- 
ring the law now reads that ‘‘ government 
reprints having a postal value shall be 
stamped underneath with the word reprint.” 








The imprisonment of two persons durin 
the last few weeks for stealing approy 
sheets through the mails will have a salu- 
tory effect on this class of petty thieves, 
whoses number are somewhat large, George 








P. Coffin, of Freeport, Me., one of the nal nue collection of Mr. Chas. Gregory, the 


rested parties, published a directory of Phi-| vice president of the club. Among those 


latelic Frauds in 1887, but he in some way 
omitted to put his own name down. The 
omission will probably be supplied in the 
next edition, A little firm treatment is of 
great value in dealing with this class, man 

of whom are just starting in a course which 
if not checked will lead to ultimate dis- 
honor. If after reasonable lapse of time 
a dealer’s sheets are not returned he should 
advise the postmaster of the town in which 
the thief is located, and a threat of doing 
this will in nearly every instance bring the 
missing sheet. This proceeding is not only 
necessary to protect you from loss, but it 
will often give a check to a downward ¢a- 
reer. The penalty for using the mails to 
defraud is one year in state prison, and if 
those who practise this method of stealing 
will bear that in mind they will be very 
wary of continuing it. 


The Philatelic Journal of America has 
improved very much of late, its last num- 
ber containing fifty pages. This number 
contains considerable more general reading 
than many of its predecessors and its read- 
ers will no doubt appreciate it. 


A writer in the Philatelic Press tells 
how he made one thousand dollars by sell- 
ing some surcharged stamps. He states 
that he sold thirty-five to a New York deal- 
er for $500, and more for like fabulous sums 
to other dealers. One year later all these 
persons had disappeared. Strange that 
men who could pay such sums would drop 
out of existence so soon. Next! 


Mr. GC. R. Gadsden, the librarian of the 
A. P. A., is author of an article in the Phi- 
latelic Gazette entitled ‘‘ Going! Going! ! 
Going !!!” The name indicates the sub- 
ject. Very few philatelists comparatively 

ave ever had the pleasure of attending 
an auction sale of stamps, and the ma- 
jority of them no doubt think they 
are ‘‘tame” affairs, but just get Messrs. 
Sterling, Bogert, Calman and a few others 
after a certain stamp, and if they don’t 
make the hair fly ! Price is no object then, 
all they want is the stamp, and the one that 
gets it pays for it with a big P. 


The American Collector from Oak Hill, 
Ohio, is a little above the average for a new 
paper. It is in the interest of all branches 
of collecting. Published by 8. Estle Miller. 


The finest paper I know of for auto- 
He, 3 collectors is the Collector published 
wy W. R. Benjamin, 28 West 23d street, N. 

. It is a high class monthly containing 
none but first-class articles from prom1- 
nent collectors. 











The American Stamp is announced to 
appear from Newark on January 1, with 
D. B. Crockett as editor and publisher. 


It is rumored that E. B. Sterling will be 
Wee} exchange superintendent of the 


About December 16, Messrs. Bangs & 
Co., of New York, will hold a sale at which 
E. B. Sterling’s curios will be offered. 
The usual catalogues will be issued. 


On the evening of November 22, I had 
the pleasure of attending a meeting of the 
Brooklyn Philatelic Club in their new 
rooms at 85 and 87 Court street. After 


some routine business, Mr. J. Walter Scott 


read an interesting essay on the ‘‘Sanitary 
Fair Stamps,” different specimens bein 
exhibited during the ppetiaee After a col- 
lation all gathered around Mr. C. B. Co 


wig 





present from New York and New Jersey 
were Messrs. Gregory, Sheridan, Clotz, 
Sterling, Aue, Hobby Rechert, De Jonge, 
Van der Willegen and others. Mr. C. H. 
Mekeel, of St. Louis, was a guest, he hay- 
ing come East to purchase alot of Mr. 
Sterling’s revenues. 


The committee appointed by the A. P. 
A. to report as to the advisability of com- 
puting a catalogue of all philatelic articles 
are ready to report. The committee, con- 
sisting of W. C. Stone, J. W. Scott and 
Gustay Aue; have given the subject their 
best attention, and the report will show 
that they have down excellent work. 


The annual report of the second assistant 
postmaster general shows that the mail ser- 
vice is in operation on nearly 25,000 routes, 
covering nearly 500,000 miles. The ex- 
penses for the year were $31,456,847, an in- 
crease of more than $500,000 over the pre- 
vious year. The expenses for next year 
are estimated at $34,878,942.02. He calls 
attention to the fact that he saved $60,000 
by collecting old mails bags and having 
them repaired. There were 300,000 bags 
repaired at a cost of $10,000. He recom- 
mends the establishment of a repair shop 
at Washington. 


The report of the chief of the money order 
division of the Post Office shows receipts of 
$541,272.77 from money orders, an increase 
of eight per cent., and $117,885 from postal 
notes, an increase of six per cent. He rec- 
ommends an increase of $100 as the maxi- 
mum for international money orders. 


There is a party in Massachusetts to 
whom at various times I have sent large 
lots of different values of the current issue 
of U. S. stamps, sometimes sending as many 
as one thousand of one kind. I was puz- 
zled to know what he did with them, but 
was enlightened a short time ago by learn- 
ing that he was engaged in papering a room. 

at a bonanza this room will be for some 
collector fifty years from now! 


DIRECTORY 


~—— Oy—— 


The Stamp Dealers of America. 


BAB H. A., Box 3081, Denver, Col, Collectors send for 
« my monthly price cards. 
GLOVE C. M., Lock Box #4, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 
. proval sheets. Mail trade only. 
A RI RK. 8., & Co., 118 Summit St., Dubuque, lowa. 
ot Up and Foreign stamps for collectors. 
Mail trade only, Send tenn? 3 for price list. We guar- 
antee our ees to be exactly as represented, and will 
refund money to any purchaser not satisfied. 
M RAE R. F., 673 St. Urbain St., Montreal, Can, For- 
WiC . eign and Canadian stamps. Lists free. 
PARRISH W. J., 406 Holmes St., Kansas City, Mo. U. 
. 8. and Foreign Postage and U.S, Revenue 
stamps on approval. $ 
0 I. W., Cambridgeport, Mass. Send 5 cents 
] . (stamps) for list and & different stamps 
(nice ones). Agents wanted. ; ; 
Box 233, Chicago, Il. Approval books 


yO TE. re . at 2, 25, 333, and 40 per cent from 
cott’s prices a specialty. Lists free. 


STAMPS? approval to responsible parties. 4 var. of 
f QB. & O., Tel. 7c. N. E. CARTER, Delavan, Wis. 
Siaurs on approval at 25 per cent.com, Catalogue of 
ets.Curios and Relics free. C. E. Curtiss, Sawens,N.Y. 
yroval to responsible parties at 25 per cent, 


CTAMPS on ap 
sue 8. M. davidge, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 


FOREIGN & U.S. POSTAGE STAMPS. 


Stamps sent on approval at lowest prices. Monthly 
Price List free. 


JOHN NEWHAM, 114 Nassau St., New York City. 


Ap- 








Stock is larger than ever 
and it is constantly growing. 

For that reason I hope to sell 
Double the 


vente SL AMPS 


E. T. PARKER, Bethlehem, Pa. 


Monthly Priced-lists await you. Send for them. 


BATGHELDER 


STAMP CO., 
2513.3 Cass. Divers 
St. Louis, Mo, 


Agents wanted at 33} per cent. 
PRICE LISTS FREE. 
Wholesale Lists to Dealers Only. 











For sale a large collection of stamps at a great sacrifice, 

if sold at once. Parties sending satisfactory reference or 
2.00 deposit will receive the finest and cheapest assort- 
ment ever heard of. R. K. SOMERS, 112 Vienna Street, 


Cleveland, Ohio. 





tie Piae VERRY, 


BOeTOa ty 


. HARRISON, MAINE, 


DEALER IN 


United States and Foreign Postage Stamps. 


Fine Approval Sheets a Specialty. 





I have a very fine assortment of United States and Foreign Postage 


Stamps which I send on approval at 25 per cent. commission to any 
sible parties, who will guarantee to make returns in ten days. 


which do not contain return postage 


z= ° 
who was examining the splendid reve- guaranteed enue, 


respon- 
Letters 
are not answered, All! stamps are 


I2 
— XARCHAOLOGY. 
Original contributions are solicited for this depart- 


ment. Accompany articles with sketches whenever 
possible, 














A copper arrow or lance point was re- 
cently found in Kent County, Michigan, at 
a depth of thirty feet. It was brought up 
in his auger by a man who was boring a 
well. It is 68 inches long, 3 inches wide at 
the widest part, not more than 4 inch thick 
at the thickest part and weighs 3} ounces, 


Aw Inpian Quarry.—Mr. J. W. Walker 
has discovered on the south side of the 
Pine mountain, Georgia, nearly two hun- 
dred feet above the famous corundum- 
mine, a site where the ancient inhabitants 
of that region manufactured their tale ves- 
sels for cooking. Evidences of the use of 
stone implements in the work are indubita- 
ble. The vessels were blocked out and hol- 
lowed before being broken from the ledge. 
Many of the remaining fragments are 
honey-combed by exposure for a long time. 
Archeologists are familiar with similar phe- 
nomena Maaabiee. 


Some interesting fungi from phosphate 
caverns of Quercy, France, 500 feet below 
the surface, collected by M. Marty, are de- 
scribed by M. Roumeguere in the Revue 
Mycologique. These include two species 
of Agaricus, one of Coprinus, two of Stere- 
um, two of Telephora, and a diminutive 
Genea. The most interesting one is C. 
subterraneus, which hung pendent from 
the ceiling of the cave by thousands. The 
filiform stipes, a foot or more long, much 
twisted and often branched, were inflated 
to an inch in diameter at the base, while 
the other end was recurved, and supported 
the grayish brown pileus in an upright po- 
sition, When lighted by the lamps of the 
explorers, the roof scintillated with the re- 
flections from the moist pilei. 


InterEstinG Discovertes.—An interest- 
ing discovery has very recently been made 
in the direct line between Pompeii and 
Nocera. The digging of a well in a vine- 
yard revealed the existence of a street of 
tombs, about one thousand feet east of the 
amphitheatre of Pompeii. . If the whole 
street is as closely lined with tombs as is 
the portion laid bare, it will be one of the 
most important discoveries lately made in 
that part of the world ; but unfortunately 
money is wanting, so the excavation is go- 
ing on very slowly. Most of the tombs are 
covered with rude inscriptions painted in 
red, many of them being of the nature of 
advertisements, the tombs thus serving the 
purpose of a newspaper along the much 
frequented road. The exact date has not 
yet been accurately ascertained, but they 
probably belong to the periods of Julius 
Cesar and Tiberius. A contrast may be 
drawn between the condition of Pompeii 
and that of Pergamon, which, although 
double the size of Pompeii, has, thanks to 
the energy of the Prussian government, 
been laid clear within eight years. In the 
latter, beautiful, finely painted statutes, 
votive offerings to Athena, and belonging 
to the sixth century B. C., have been bur- 
ied in the earth, and literally forming the 
foundation of the houses above. Their 
style of art is one hitherto not supposed 
possible at so remote a period, and they 
cause the ruins of Pompeii to appear quite 
modern. The discovery of an aqueduct 
which ppebshly dates back to the time of 
King Solomon is reported from Jerusalem, 
and it is confidently anticipated that the 
further excavation of it will bring to light 
some extremely interesting and valuable 
inscriptions, 








“PLAIN TALK: 


—« NUMISMATICS.8¢— 


Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topics 
‘elating to coin collecting will be answered in this de- 
artment by specialists. 











The rarest United States coin is the Dou- 
ble Eagle of 1849, of which there is onl 
one in existence, and it belongs to the U. 
8. Mint cabinet. The next in rarity is the 
Half Eagle of 1815, of which there are only 
five specimens known to exist. 

We have received from Mr. Mulford 
Jenkins, of Rensselaerville, N. Y., what he 
denominates ‘‘A Modest Price List of 
Coins.” Mr. Jenkins makes a specialty of 
the Jackson Cents, or ‘‘ Hard Time Tok- 
ens,” of 1837, and carries nearly sixty vari- 
eties in stock. 

The first issue of United States fractional 
currency, with perforated edges, is worth 
as follows; 5 cents, 20,cents ; 10 cents, 40 
cents ; 25 cents, 75 cents ; 50 cents, $1.50. 
The second issue the same, and in fact 
prices for any of the five issues do not vary 
materially. 








Passed the Coins on the Milkman. 


Mr. Cool White tells us that we evidently 
know what we’re talking about when we 
say that, as a class, women are destructive 
of relics, writes Eugene Field in the Chica- 
go News. 
ence which he will never forget. 
that in his younger years he had quite a 
fancy for colinelia ’ This fancy inclined in 
the direction of old and curious coins, and 
the result was that in five or six years he had 
a bureau drawer full of these coins, the 
marketable value of which might possibl 
reach $1,000. Happening to be called South 
to take charge of a theatre, he left Phila- 
delphia, expecting to be absent only one 
season, but before going he enjoined his 
mother to look after his traps during his 
absence. 

It befell, however, that his engagement 
was protracted to three years, at the end of 
which time he returned home, Bethinkin 
himself of his coins. he made up his min 
soon after his arrival to sort them over and 
arrange them in chronological order, He 
was vastly surprised to find that the bureau 
drawer, so far from groaning with the bur- 
den of copper and silver pieces, was empty 
and clean, ‘To this surprise succeeded the 
assurance that his mother must have packed 
away the coin in some secure spot, and he 
sought her to learn its whereabouts. 

** Mother,” said he, ‘‘ when I went away 
T left a lot of old eoins—” 

**Oh, yes,” said the old lady, interrupt- 
ing him. ‘‘I found that drawer full of 
pennies. That was just like a man to leave 
money lying around loose. But I used 
em ” 


** Used them ?” echoed White. 

** Yes,” said the old lady, ‘‘ I worked ’em 
off on the milkman.” 

Mr. White thought altogether too much 
of the old lady to reproach her ; he knew 
it would worry her almost to death if she 
knew how much she had destroyed. But 
he wondered what had become of the old 
playbills and the Shakespeariana he had 
stored in the attic when he went South. 
He went up to the attic to see. The attic 
was as slick and clean as a whistle. 

**Tt took me nearly a week to clean it 
out,” said the old lady, proudly. + « 

‘“What did you do with the old play- 
bills?’ he asked in an apparent casual tone. 

“‘T didn’t get rid of them for a long 
time,” she answered naively. ‘‘ There was 
enough of them to light our fires all one 
winter !” 


It seems 


Mr. White has had an experi-|~ 





C. H. HASTINGS & CO, 


DEALERS IN 


U. 5. ano FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS, 


P. O. Box 509, HARTFORD, CONN. 
Ceylon Stamps a specialty. Agents wanted to sell 


approval sheets at 25 per cent. commission. Good refer 
ence wanted. 


F. C. SAWYER, Beauclerc, Fla., 


Dealer in 


Stamps, Confederate Money and Curi- 
osities. 


Send stamp for 1889 8-page catalogue. Agents wanted 
to sell stamps. Send stamp and reference. 25 per cent. 
commission. F. C. SAWYER. 


500 Varieties, $2.00. 


Choice Selected STAMPS, no local or revenue. The 
very best thing in packets ever offered. Fine stamps 
on approval, 


W. H. BRUCE, 


sil: P. L. SCHNEIDER & CO. excithce 
COLLECTORS OF STAMPS, DEALERS IN 


823 8. HIGH ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO. 
GENUINE STAMPS ON APPROVAL A SPECIALTY. 
Agents wanted at 2% per cent. commission. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to obtain 
Genuine Stamps at the lowest prices should write NOW 
fora sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per cent. 
commission. Mention PLAIn TALK. 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr., 


1,424 MARSHALL ST., PHILADA., PA. 
_ FOREIGN CONSIGNMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 


Stamps on Approval,*.®% 


at 38333 

per cent. 
commission, Our prices are at or below Scott's Stand- 
ard Catalogue quotations. Send reference and state 
what price stamps especially desired. 

also on 


Philatelic Literature ‘°° 


We can supply nearly every back number of any stamp 
paper desired at low rates. Send list of wants and we 
will return it priced. 


Gustav Aue & Co., Box 288, Bloomfield, N.J. 


REE. 


Price List of over 200 different Sets and 
Packets sent Free ; prices very low. 


25 DIFFERENT FOREIGN STAMPS FREE 


to all sending for my fine approval sheets, 334 
per cent. com. Good reference or deposit 
required. 


HENRY GREMMEL, A, P. A. 124 
109 2nd St., New York. 


$1.00 for 30 cents. 


In order to close out my stock of foreign stamps I offer 
a packet of 60 finely assorted for only 30 cents. No 
stamp is priced at less than twocents and many at 
more. The price 
Has Been 65 Cents 
For these stamps, so they are offered for 


Less than Half Price. 


This is an opportunity to get good foreign cheap, but 
it won’t last‘long, so order at once,as you will want 
more of 'em. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 
HELMETTA, N. J. 





BOX 283. 
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Original communications are solicited for this depart- 
es Accompany letters with sketches whenever pos 
sible. 





~ The best way to remove garnets and other 
erystals from limestone, is by the use of 
acids not affecting the crystals. 


There is a mining company in St. Louis 
composed entirely of women. The stock- 
holders are interested in Minnie-ralogy. 


Palestine possesses a remarkable salt 
mountain situated at the south end of the 
Dead Sea. The length of this ridge is six 
miles, with an average width of three-quar- 
ters of a mile, and the height is not far 
from six hundred feet. 


PorisHine Sprcimens.—Many specimens 
of minerals are very handsome when nicely 
polished, but polishing requires much time, 
labor and patience. A crindstone reduces 
certain specimens quite fast, but when there 
is a large surface to be ground, and the 
specimen is very hard, the labor becomes 
exceedingly tedious to one not accustomed 
to it. After grinding down to the required 
plane, rub with a finer grained stone, and 
lastly with one of still fine texture. Nu- 
merous varieties of agates, etc., present a 
fine appearance when nicely polished. 


Great Fatt or Rook ar NriaGara.— 
Over 223,000 cubic yards of limestone and 
slate-rock fell last winter from the bank of 
Niagara River, near Horseshoe Falls on the 
Ganadian side. The mass fell with a tre- 
mendous crash, which was heard and felt 
for miles around.’ The break has consider- 
ably changed the appearance of the bank, 
and now the dark chasm can be seen be- 
hind the Falls from the bank above. The 
mass of rock which fell was 60 feet wide by 
over 100 long, and 170 deep. Its fall from 
the main rock has left a perpendicular wall. 
The tremendous weight of ice which had 
accumulated during several weeks, with the 
steady frosty weather and low water was 
the cause of the break. This suggests the 
query whether the channel below the Falls 
has been cut simply by the slow erosion of 
water,—a theory that has been much used 
in estimating geological epochs, —or 
whether frost and ice may not have materi- 
ally aided in hastening the work. 


To Laset Mrinerarts.—George P. Mer- 
rill, in a recent number of Science, gives 
as follows his method of labeling minerals. 
Take common lead paint, of any desired 
color, and mix with ordinary varnish and a 
very little turpentine instead of oil. Apply 
with a brush oyer an area sufficiently large 
to accommodate the catalogue number, or 
whatever data it may be desired to put up- 
onit. This quickly dries, giving a smooth, 
glossy surface. With very vesicular rocks, 
as some of the recent lavas, it is often best 
to even the surface by means of a little 
plaster-of-Paris, applied with a knife-point, 
before painting the stripe. Then take tube- 
paints, —use insor & Newton’s lamp- 
black,—mix thin with turpentine, and 
with this and a common steel pen write the 
number on the surface prepared as above. 
Both paints had best be mixed in watch- 
glasses, or some shallow vessel that can be 
readily cleansed, as they are, of course 
useless after once having become hard an 
gummy. On colorless crystals, such as 
quartz, the nurfiber can, perhaps, be best 
written with «a marking-diamond. On 
smooth-dressed specimens, as polished mar- 
ble, the numbers can be written with pen 
and paint without the first stripe. On ac- 
count, however, of the great diversity in 
color and texture of materials, I have 
found it best to adopt a uniform system for 
all,—a light blue base with figures in black, 


PLAIN LADEK * 


A Popular Publication. 
wo million readers are a great many to 
claim for one publication, but it is undoubt- 
edly true that as many read The Youth's 
Companion every week. It has a world- 
wide reputation, and is sent all over the 
globe where the English language is spoken 
or read, The reason for its large circula- 
tion is found in its exceptional value. It is 
always safe, pure, entertaining and in- 
structive. Its influence upon growing boys 
and girls can hardly be overestimated. Yt 
is remembered affectionately by their par- 

ents who read it a generation ago. 

We would call the attention of our read- 
ers to the Special Offer of the publishers, 
an opportunity which comes but once a year. 
Any new subscriber who will send $1.75 at 
once, can have the paper free to Jan. 1, 
1889, and for a full year from that date. 
This offer includes four Holiday numbers, 
for Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s 
and Easter, all the Illustrated Weekly Sup- 
plements, and the Annual Premium List 
with 500 illustrations. Address The Youth’s 
Companion, Boston, Mass. 


Universal Cyclopedia. 


Johnson’s Universal Cyclopedia is a 
whole library of universal knowledge from 
the pens of the ablest scholars in America 
and Europe. It is accepted as high au- 
thority in our leading colleges. It is not 
for the few, like Appleton’s, the Britanni- 
ca, or the ‘‘ International,’ but for all. It 
has been thoroughly revised at a cost of 
over $60,000 and three years’ labor by forty 
editors, and over 2,000 renowned contribu- 
tors. It is in eight convenient sized vol- 
umes. No father can give to his ehild at 
school or his son or daughter just entering 
the arena of life, anything that will be of 
more permanent benefit. It is an educa- 
tion supplementary to that of the schools, 
Johnson’s is the latest by more than ten 
years. (For Caristmas.) Address, for 
particulars and terms, 

A. J. Jonnson & Co. 

11 Great Jones Street, N. Y. 


A Better Book than He Expected. 


Editor of Puaty Tax: 

The ‘‘Young Folks Book of Birds” re- 
ceived to-day all O. K. It is a much nicer 
book than { expected and contains a great 
amount of instructive reading. I am great- 
ly obliged to you for it. Please send me a 
Pow sample copies and oblige. 

AuLIE HUTOHINSON. 

Gatngs, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1888. 





A HANDSOME GIFT. 


A handsome photograph album, holding 
twelve photographs, will be sent by mail, 
post-paid, to any reader of Pruatn TALK 
who will send the publishers the names and 
correct addresses from as many different 
post-offices as possible, of fifteen of their 
young friends likely to be interested in 
this paper, together with fifteen cents in 
silver or stamps for postage, ete. This al- 
bum is sure to please all who see it. This 
offer does not extend beyond December 25. 
Send at once. Remember, fifteen names 
and fifteen cents, 


987 
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Hid4on Name and Motto Cards, Reray Pi 

y p Pictures, Poreles, @: 
Magic, one pack of Escort Carda, and large Baraple Hook Mt gmaine Cnet, 
(not pictures.) All for « 2 cout stamp. psa Oerd Co,. Cadiz, Obin 
2% May 1 © 0 Home Cards, 2% Recort Carts, 25 fix 


75 CAR DS. tation Osrds, and Hines Heample Book of Hidden Nome 


Visiting Cards over sent out, All oaly 10 counts, Hien Card Wark Station 15, Oblo, 
| Fi 
| 
| 

my Lover, Good- a 
COOD-BYE, ™: mongs, 10 ale at of ete ith ow 
Derimectsin tangs, aad samp'esarde. Ail only 10 conta, Gapitel Card Columbus, Obie, 


| | OUSTACHE 4 cts. Push Button, 10 cts. Toy 
| FALSE tus ute, 10c, Capital Card Co.,, Columbus, ¢ ; 
ets 2 stamps for prices of Type, Cards, Envelo 8, 

Scrap Pictures, etc. Acme Card bo., Maywood, N. J. 


Samples of Fine Cards. Worip Carp GC 
FRE - Green 8t., Cincinnati, O. bc be 


FREE Large MARRIAGE PAPER. Address Homu 
L MAGAZINE, Toledo, Ohio. 


f q M For Poultry, Granulated Boue and 
Crushed Oyster Shells. Send for 
rice List. YORK CHEMICAL 





ORKS, York, Pa. 


UBBER STAMPS for all Printing Purposes, Rubber Cuts 
made from postage stamp electrotypes. Send for 
prices. Agents wanted. E. TAYLOR & 20., Cleveland, O. 
TIC Send 10 cents for sample 100 tobacco tags, 
-terms and price-list toagents. Lots of money 
tobe made, CuLtTice & MCKINNEY Red Key, Ind. 
YORK CITY BY RIGHT. Wedded and Parted. Wid- 
NEW ow Koity e Aga. three books and Agent's 
Bample Cards, 10c. Carp Co., Cadiz, 0. 
, | BETTER SO! and 100 other beautiful Songs. 
Words and Music complete and large catalogue 
choice music, only l0c. Western Pub. Co., St. Louis, fio. 
TONE Ring, 21 Hidden Name Cards and Agents’ out- 
fit all for 10c. MUNSON Bros., . Carmel, 
onn. 


ILKS VELVET AND PLUSH. A nice package of 
pretty pieces, all colors, only lic. 8 lots, 25c. 
ESTERN SUPPLY Co., St. Louis. 


W NTE —Men with one horse rigs to travel through 
the country. Others to canvas towns, take 
orders and deliver after pt hie Goods sell rapidly; 
profits large. Big pay to right parties. Samples free 
agents. C. H. King Bracket Mfg. Co., Mansfield, Ohio. 


BUYS our German Silver Stem Winding Watch. 
end 50 cents to show that you mean business and 
we will send it by express C. O. D. $2.50, and you 
need not take it unless it suits you. Catalogue and 
pasnpled of other goods two cents. Address Banner 
Card Co., Cadiz, O 


BEAUTIFUL CRYSTALS! 


For $11 will send by mail 50 of the celebrated doubly- 
terminated quartz crystals found at this locality. °o 
cabinet is complete without a collection of these choice 
crystals showing them in their different modified forms. 
Unsurpassed in beauty and brilliancy. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 


A. B. Crim, Middleville, Herkimer Co., N.Y. 


FRESE READING, 

If you have not decided what paper to subscribe for, 
send us your address, with 10 cents silver, and we 
will forward your name to publishers all over the coun- 
try, who will send you magazines and papers of every 
description in abundadce, It is the best investmen 
you can make ofa dime. It will yield BIG returns. Tr 
t. Also, will send back numbers of story papers, maga- 
zines, etc., postpaid, at 12 cents per pound, They ar 
not cheap publications, but of the highest grade. Ofte 
a single pony sent in a package would cost more tha 
we ask for the whole pound, if bought of publishers o 
at news-stands, They cost us nothing, being sent u 
with our advertisements inserted, and we are glad 
destribute at expense of mailing, etc. Subscribe to 
paper without getting our price. We can save Bo 
money. The Hub Subscription Agency, Box 3063, 
ton, Mass. Mention PLAIN TALK. 


A DROP OF INK the grand seprne ot that sre 
8 


coming, 24 sheets good note paper, 24 good envelopes, 1 
package steel pens, 1 good lead pencil, and your name 
on 36 lovely cards of different kinds suitable for 
any lady orgentleman. Wejprint our cards with beau- 
tiful type. Try us once d you will try us again. 
None of your old, cheap trash. You will be more than 
sleased with our goods, for 35 cts,, postage paid. 

o you want some stylish cards as pretty as the rose of 
the vale of Cashmere, and that sires like Alaska dia- 
monds? Do you want some stylish writing paper and 
envelopes’ If you do send 35 cts. for the world-re- 
nowned stationery andcard sale. If not perfectly satis- 
fied we will cheerfully refund your money. Address 
NEw Ena. Sra. Co., Avon, Hartford Co., Conn. 


ONLY A % PER M. 


We have Twenty Thousand Agents’ Names and Ad- 
dresses left out of alot of about One Hundred Thousand 
collected during the previous season. They are just 
the kind Dealers in Agents’ Goods want to send Ctr- 
culars and Samples. Write quick if you want them. 
They will sell fast at 250. PER 1000. Cut this ad. out 
and paste it in your hat; it will not appear again. 


MYERS & CO., 


613g PATCHEN AVE., BROOKLYN, N. ¥. 
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Semple Stzlee of Hidden, Name_opd 


Silk Fringe 
and how you can $108 wiaibenn a 
01 IZ, 


sles, Conundra: 6 ak 
VOR A2CENT sTaMP. Hi ME AND ¥ Cc. 0. 

















May make a million think of 














Original contributions solicited. 








Credit to Whom Credit is Due.. 


Early English,—Baby talk. — Boston 
Transertpt. 

A stage coach—The stage manager.— 
Boston Courier. 

Home bound—The bed-ridden patient.— 
New York News. 

Writing a wrong is the forger’s work.— 
New York Express. 

The cause of all taffy—’lasses,—Hart- 
ford Sunday Journal. 


A fall soot—The contents of a stovepipe. 
—New York Journal. 


The mosquito’s auger is an appropriation 
bill.— New York News. 


A miser is often surprised at close ‘‘quar- 
ters.”—New York News. 


When does a tree feel contented ? When 
its sappy.— Winston Sentinel. 


It is not right to make game of a man out 
of season.— New Orleans Picayune. 


The coins paid for beer are the bar nick- 
els of society.—Marathon Independent. 


Rule for church fair oyster suppers— 
Twice one is stew.— Philadelphia Herald. 


Handkerchief flirtations at the beach are 
sea waves that are not sad.— Boston Star. 


A nipping air—The one the mosquito 
sings before he bites.— Philadelphia Her- 
ald. 


Quarreling avails sine | _Even the 
forty thieves came to grief by jars.—Bos- 
ton Star. 


A fat and awkwark billiard player is a 
cue-cumbersome specimen. — Cincinnati 
Traveler. 


‘Good bye” in the telephone reminds 
one of autum ; it is the yell o’ leave.—Bos- 
ton Bulletin. 


“Tt isa mere matter of form,” said the 
lady as she adjusted her corset.—Cincin- 
nati Saturday Night. 

John Milton, by writing ‘‘Paradise Lost,” 
proved himself the original ‘‘fall’” poet.— 
New York News. 


When a hen retires for the night, it is 
quite proper to speak of her as a rooster.— 
Rochester Post-Express, 

“No more reflections please,” said the 
looking-glass after it had tumbled down 
stairs.— New York Journal. 

A bar tender can malt-treat a man as 
often as he pleases, without objections be- 
ing raised.— Rochester Post-Express. 

Hard Case—The turtle’s. An undesira- 
ble loan—- A cyclone. A rash act—Catch- 
ing the measles.— Boston Bulletin. 

The Chinese should be good fighters— 
Fast colors do not run and the Chinese 
certainly wash well.— Boston Bulletin. 

The silence which reigns in a cornfield 
well provided with scare-crows—is it not a 
case of an effect without caws ?— New York 





Life. 

Gelorado has no ‘Sleepy Hollows,” but 
has plenty of materials for such a place. 
Its mountains re full of Can-yawns.— 
Pittsburgh Telegi anh. 

So Tennyson is goin to write a poem in 
honor of John Brown. A kind of sequel to 
*Tdyls of the King;” ‘‘Idoi of the Queen.” 
—Boston Courier. 

An English magazine is speculating as to 
‘the kind of clothes ghosts wear.”’ We al- 
ways supposed they wore spirit wrappers. 
—Norristown Herald, 








\RBLELAIN VRABEK * 


An Ohio dentist has devoted himself to 
active politics, probably on the ground that 
his calling has fitted him for ‘“‘taking the 


_| stump.”— Pittsburgh Telegraph. 


What is the difference between a muscu- 
lar tramp and a newly cleaned lamp? Only 
this, one is a well-limbed tramp, and the 
other is a well-trimmed lamp.—Oil City 
Derrick. 

When Neptune wants to flirt with Mother 
Earth, he gently waves the sea across her 
bosom. — Whitehall Times. And then in- 
cee her to the bank-wet.—New York 

ews. 


Under certain circumstances it makes a 
man feel mean to have people give him a 
wide berth, but somehow it never does 
when he is traveling on a steamboat.—Bur- 
lington Free Press. 


Old Gent—‘‘Ah, Mrs. B., did you keep a 
diary during your visit to the country?” 
Mrs. B., indignantly—‘‘No, sir, I didn’t. 
The family bought milk from the neigh- 
bors.” —Cinecinnati Traveler. 

The difference between the business of a 
circus advance agent and a druggist seems 
to be this: the first spends much of his time 
in the posting of his bills; the latter in 
boasting his pills.— Pittsburgh Telegraph. 

A TINE oe man who put in the summer 
on the fifth floor of a city boarding house, 
truthfully insisted that most of his vacation 
had been passed at a ‘‘mountin’ resort.’’— 
Pittsburgh Telegraph. 


Spiritual Facts. 


Whiskey is the key by which many gain 
an entrance into prisons and alms-houses. 

Brandy brands the noses of those who 
cannot govern their appetites. 

Wine causes many to take a winding way 
home. 

Punch is the cause of many unfriendly 
punches. 

Ale causes ailings, and beer stretches 
many upon their bier. 

Champagne is the cause of many real 
pains. 

Gin slings have slain more than the slings 
of old. 


CLUB LIST. 





We are prepared to receive subscriptions 
for other publications in combination with 
Puan TALK at greatly reduced rates. If 

ou do not find what is wanted in the fol- 
owing list, write for prices. The regular 
price of the different periodicals is given in 
the first column, and the price at which we 
can supply them, including a year’s sub- 
scription to Puarn Tax in the second. &t 
will be seen that in many cases this paper 
will cost the subscriber nothing, the com- 
bination price being the same as the regular 

price of the other publications alone. 
Regular Price with 


PERIODICAL. Price. Puarn TALK. 
American Agriculturist. $1.50...... $1.50 
American Garden...:..... AL OD steuah 1.25 
DOW DOOD is. decsemadasente 1,50. a0... 1.50 
SJONUUEY o, cndiagaccenr ecient A ere 4.00 
Golden Days ..............- B:00..0>s 3.00 
Harper’s Weekly ossbekige 4.00...... 4.00 

$7 Bazaar......... jp 00 as 4.00 

ef Magazine ...... he OD aces 4.00 

é Young People 2.00...... 2.10 
LB bc: piers hope ORE n° Bathe INEGIOO. «3.20 5.00 
PUGE 4, vsvbts hoe tenes epee GCO0iiv. 5.00 
Scientific American...... 8.00: aes 8.00 
ScoriWnare fh: ck<ccnepeadeacie £00...» 8.00 
St. BIGHOIGS z...<.+ccecerten A 8.00 
Texas Sittings: .....3...ccc. A OO aes 4.00 
Wide Awake.........scecces 914052.i55 2.50 





— EXCHANGES. — 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 


must be understood that we can take no responsibilit 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depar 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the paper only. 
Send as often as you please, but not more than one no- 
tice forasingleissue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. Free to subscribers only. 


Two hundred U. 8. Penalty envelopes, 
many varieties, for good U. S. postage. 
Also foreign for rare & S.; 24 and 90 cents 
a wanted. Alvah Davison, Helmetta, 


Stamp collectors! Hark! A fine stamp col- 
lection, comprising over 1,700 stamps, will 
positively be sold at the best offer. Editor 
Minerva Review, 2009 Madison avenue, 
New York City. 

Will give good exchange in philatelic lit- 
erature or stamps for Quaker City Phila- 
telist Nos. 1 to 27 inclusive, and No. 29: 
Youth’s Ledger Nos. 1 to 27 inclusive ; 
Amercan Philatelist Vol. 1, Nos. 1 to 12 in- 
clusive, and Vol. 2, Nos. 1 to 6 inclusive, 
also 9and 11. W. 8. Bacon, 170 Dean street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


I have hundreds of stamp papers to ex- 
change for others or for rare foreign 
7 ae Send lists. J. C. Jay, La Hoyt, 
owa. 

Will exchange English Mastiff bitch 
(pedigreed) for Winchester rifle or shot 
gun. Must be good arms. C.j W. Good- 
rich, Box 104, Hinsdale, Mass. 


Cassel’s Natural History, Cassel’s Recre- 
ation, Fisher’s France, illustrated, Wells’ 
New Physiognomy, Hayden’s Dictionary 
of Science, and other grand works in new 
condition to exchange for first-class type- 
writer or something useful. Edgar Sutton, 
268 Grand River avenue, Detroit, Michigan. 


I will give five unused foreign stamps for 
every philatelical paper sent me containing 
16 pages or more, alot of first-class side 
blown birds’ eggs with data for coin or 
stamps. Leck Box 6, La Fayette, R. I. 








IF YOU 


want to buy stamps cheap at prices much below cata- 
logue, please refer to my “ad” in last number of PLAIN 
TaLK (November), page 16, and order from it‘ as every 
stamp is a bargain 


ROBT. F. McRAE, 


573 Urbain Street, Montreal, Canada. 


FLOWERS w Ab WINTER: 


HOW TO HAVE THEM, 
and how +o Set ao _—_ a ee for 3 mos. trial of 
new Illustrate ora. azine. 

Our new TE PLENDID FLOWER PREMIUMS 
for small clubs of new subscribers, Agents wanted. 
Chinese Sacred Lily, 25 cts, (Just half price.) Bermuda 
Easter Lily, 15 cts. (less than half price), 8 Assorted 
Bulbs, all Aitrerent, 25 cts. Address 

LADIES’ SEED_CONCERN 

KEEENE VALLEY, N. Y; if 


Coins, Medals & Tokens, 


At Reduced Prices. 
Gar LIL. Catalogue free. a 








The new Congo coins, 1, 2, 
5 = 10 cts, only 25 cts. per 
set. 


GEO. J. BAUER, 
“—— 73 Frpnt St., Rochester, N.Y 
WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF 


Anproval-Sheets at Catalogue Fries, 


With discount at 83 per cent., and sets as prizes to suc- 
cessful ents. References needed. Also exchanges 
shy em! of good U. 8. Medicine and Revenue Stamps. 

ss 


The Flower City Stamp Company, 
288 ANDREWS ST, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 








Re-Issues. 





A simple lay—An egg. 

A gold pen—A coin vault. 

Pressed for time—A mummy. 
r There’s many a slip twixt the kiss and the 
ip. 

The coolest thing is a cut by an old friend. 

High toned—The sereech of an eagle. 

A brewer understands how to keep still. 

The hotel cook should be given a wide 
range. 

Not what it is cfacked up to be—A worm- 
eaten nut. 


The barber’s motto—‘*‘Where there’s life 
there’s soap.” 


Our babies—With all their faults we love 
them still, not noisy. 


It isn’t such a gain. It’s as much work 
to lick a two-cent stamp as a three. 


Bleached mouse is the latest favorite 
shade. This will probably be followed by 
the rattan. 


It isn’t a great ways to the end of a cat’s 
nose, but it’s fur to the end of its tail. 


Surprised eyebrows are among the new 
fashions. They are very becoming to a 
maiden when she suddenly hears that the 
ice cream has given out. 


The worst case of pride on record was the 
Boston woman who daily painted the pale 
cheeks of her dying husband to make his 
complexion match her pink wrapper. 


A New Jersey organ factory turns out 
one instrument every hour. And yet we 
wonder at crime, and marvel at the crowd- 
ed condition of our insane asylums. 


**Yes,” said the duellist, ‘‘he gave me a 
worse slur after we got on the field than he 
did in provoking the quarrel. He said, he 
should shoot at my heart, and deliberately 
fired at my boots.” 


A scientist insists that a discord struck 
violently on a piano will killa lizard. It 
may be, but one can’t always pick up a 
piano so seely. as he can grab astick, which 
is Just as good. 

There is nothing so charming as the de- 
votion shown by the wife of the period to 
her husband at the theatre, when she is 
acne with a man at the other side of the 

ouse. 


The Onion. 

How dear to my heart is the loud smell- 
ing onion, which restaurant keepers pro- 
vide at each meal! The color of silver, the 
size of a bunion, with hell and its demon 
wrapped up in its peel! It stings like a 
serpent, it burns like an ember, it smells 
like a horse long silent in death, and yet 
with affection and love I remember, the 
early spring onion that scented my breath ; 
the loud smelling onion, the blonde smell- 
ing onion, the all powerful onion, that 
ruined my breath. 


STUDIES IN EVOLUTION. I. 





roa 


The Dude and the Cigarette.—Puck. 


A 


MPomeri LAL K 


Loo Hepe frig 
Are you, SicKh? 


Do you have pains about the chest and sides, 
and sometimes in the back? Do you feel dull and sleepy ? 
Does your mouth have a bad taste, especially in the morn- 
ing? Is there ‘a sort of sticky slime collects about the 
teeth? Is your appetite poor? Is there a feeling like a 
heavy load on the stomach, sometimes a faint, all-gone sen- 
sation at the pit of the stomach, which food doesnot satisfy ? 

Are your eyes sunken? Do your hands and feet become 
cold and feel clammy? Have youadry cough? Do you 
expectorate greenish colored matter? Are you hawki 
and spitting all or part of the time? Do you feel tired all 
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8259, New York City. 


the while? Are you nervous, irritable and gloomy? Do 
you have evil forebodings? Is there a giddiness, a sort of 
whirling sensation in the head when rising up suddenly? 
Do your bowels become costive? Is your skin dry and hot 
at times? Is your blood thick and stagnant? Are the 
whites of your eyes tinged with yellow? Is your urine 
scanty and high colored? Does it deposit a sediment after 
standing? Do you frequently spit up your food, sometimes 
with a sour taste and sometimes with a sweet? Is this 
frequently attended with palpitation of the heart? Has 
your vision become impaired? Are there spots before 
the eyes? Is there a feeling of great prostration and 
weakness? If you suffer from any of these symptoms, 
send me your name and I will send you, by mail, 


a 


One Rorrle o enicing, 


Send your address on postal card to-day, 
see this notice again. 
Address, naming this paper, Prof, HART, 88 Warren St., New York. 


F. SHEFFIELD, 


MANAGER, 





= SEND FOR 
ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE 


AND 


PRICH Lis 





[LLUSTRATED CATA LS ug for stamp. 


‘ 


Send to INDIAN RELICS. 
S. McWrruy, Pavilion Center, 
Send 6c. (stamps) for postage on sam le steel 
RE article for every boy, One free. G, W, Has- 
KINS, Drawer 270, Rochester, N.Y. Mention this paper. 


to the CONSUMER, Samples 
T Sifts OMRER? "ks 


an rice Address Eastern Tea Co., 
New Haven, Ct, 


PHO 22 Samples 6c. 60for 12c. Beauties. 
HU WARFEL, Photographer, Cadiz, Ohio, 


AGAZINES story and comic papers, 10 cents a pound by 
M nie Money refunded ft not satisfied. Bross, Box 
EUROPE. Send 10c. to pay post- 
}. Howk, 


FRQ 


MA you ten samples. H. 


onus AAUFLTES 
onca, Neb, 


t6 
A Dead Give-Away. 

A certain young Hebrew travelling man, 
with an elderly companion, bought a spe- 
cial ticket of a scalper, and got aboard the 
train. When the conductor came around 
he took up Isaac’s ticket and looked at the 
name, and then at Isaac, shook his head 
and said : 

‘«What’s your name ?”’ 

‘* Let me see my ticket.” : 

‘‘Gan’t youtell your name without see- 
ing the ticket? his won’t do. You'll 
have to get off at the next station or pay 
your fare.” 

This agitated Isaac profoundly, and he 
turned to his companion and said : 

‘Moses, I’ve forgot my name that was 
on the ticket. Can you tell me what it 
ia? 

‘Vill you let me see dot ticket, Mr. 
Doondogter?” inquired Moses. The con- 
ductor showed it to him. ‘‘ Mein Got, 
Tzaak, vot name is dees? Patrick Moriar- 
ity! No vonder you dond recomember dot 
name! Dond you nefer get some more 
teekets of dem shoolpers mit dot name on. 
Dey vill all de times gif you avay.’’—The 
Drummer. 

Good Luck. 

‘Oh Fred, you’ve made me so happy; I 
was afraid you wouldn’t propose to-night.” 

eet dear ? What would have hap- 
pened i T hadn’t ?” 

‘©Oh, I’m sure I don’t know, but I saw 
the new moon over my right shoulder this 
evening, and I’ve always seen it over my 
left shoulder when I’ve been proposed to 
before.” —Springfield Union. 





Studying Natural History in Central Park. 





Mr. O’Puynn: Be heavens, McQuinn! 
Oi niver saw a horse that cud shtay below 
dthe wather ez long ez thot wan? 





Mr. McQuinn: Howly Moses, O’Phynn! 
Oi’d hate to be dthe wan to put a bridle on 
thot harse! —Puck. 








We propose to make PLain TALk 
known all over the land, and as one me- 
thod of advertising we propose to send 
to every tenth subscriber, as a free gift, 
a copy of a handsome cloth bound book. 
The books are all valuable ones, 12 mo. 
in size, finely bound and printed and 
worth at least $1.00 each. They com- 
prise something like 200 different vol- 
umes, popular novels, histories, biogra- 
phies, poems, books of natural history 
of adventure, etc. Remember, they are 
not given with every subscription, but 
every tenth subscriber, as his name ap- 
pears on our list, will promptly receive 
one of the promised books. It is only 
necessary to send the 50 cents for a year’s 
subscription. All names are entered 
exactly in the order received. 
























PLAIN TALK will be worth more than 
the subscription price. It will have de- 
partments for all and no boy or girl will 
regret having invested in it fora year, 
even if they do not receive one of the 
books. 


Tell your friends of this offer and try 
and get up aclub, Send two names be- 
sides your own, with $1.50 for the three, 
and we will send you for your trouble, as 
a premium, one of the books. Besides 
this, each of the three will stand a chance 
of being a fortunate “ tenth man.” 


Pian TALK is devoted to stamp, coin, 
mineral, and curiosity collecting; to stories 
of travel and adventure; has curious puz- 
zles and problems; gives help in school 
work; has a department devoted to games 
and pastimes ; another to pets; another 
tells how to make things and do things. 
In short it is just the paper for every 
bright boy and girl. 


Send on your subscription at once 





while this offer remains in force, 


Address : 


Plain Talk Publishing Co., 


9 SPRUCE STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY. 








YOU WANT ANY STAMPS 2 


DO YOU KNOW A GOOD THING WHEN YOU SEE IT? 


60 Varieties of Unused Postage Stamps for 75c. 


Among them you will find Am. Rapid, Bhopal, Bos- 
nia, Borneo, Coreo, Costa Rica, Dominican Repub- 
lic, Egypt, France news band, Guatemala, Japan, 
Kristiansunnd, Monaco, Mauritus 1859, Nowannug- 
ger, Phillippine Islands, Portugese Indies, Roumania, 
Russia, San Marino, Suriname, Sweden Losen, Tu- 
nis, and stamps from about 24 other countries, mak- 
ing a valuable addition to a moderate size collection, 
And that is not all. 


7 of the Mauritius, 16c. on 17c. rose which I will 


at a cost of but 75 cts. I have 
give with every order as long as they last, and those 
ordering the next 1o packets will receive an entire 


unused Deccan envelope. Order now. 


MEXICO, CENTRAL AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. 


40 varieties, including among them the 3c. 1885 
Mexico unused; also Mexico on ruled paper 1887 and 
1888. This is a very desirable lot of stamps for 
young collectors. Price, 60c. 

Mexico postal cards used are a scarce article, but I 


will give one with the first ten packets, Order now. 


to Cents per Set. All used. 


6 French Colonies, 14 Spain. 
8 Roumania. 


18 Great Britain. 


12 Australia. 
20 France. 
11 Portugal, 
8 Turkey. 


11 Norway. 
6 Cuba (Obsolete). 
6 Cape of Good Hope. 


$1 for above 180 Stamps. $1 for above 130 Stamps. 


The American Stamp Collector’s Directory 


Contains 64 pages of matter; gives a list of nearly 1,300 
United States and Canadian collectors, with their ad- 
dress, and as far as could be obtained size of collection, 
specialty, and what philatelic societies the collector be- 
longs to, 

The peculiar arrangement makes this directory valu- 
able to the dealer as well as the collector. You should 
have acopy. WHY? Because it is the largest, best and 
the only exclusively American Stamp Directory ever 
published, Brcavuse all names are those of bona-fide 
collectors, obtained since the first of Feb, Brcausr the 
directory has better paper, larger and cleaner type, and 
is better printed than any similar work. 

Price, post free, 25 cts, To foreign countries, 30 cts, 


NEW JERSEY. 
BLOOMFIELD. 
Gustav Aue, Box 288, 750, U.S. Adhesive Postage only, 
A.P. A, {. P. V. of D., librarian of N, P. 8. 
William H. Aue, Box , 60 U, 8. Adhesave Postage 
only, A 
HELMETTA. 


ALVAH DAVISON, 550, U. S. Adhesive and Oddities 
only, A. P. A., 8. D. P. A. 
CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 


AKRON, OHIO. 





512 West Market Street, 


'=P. 8.—Dealers supplied in quantities. Write for terms. 
This work is widely advertised in Philatelic Magazines. 

For 10c. extra I will mail a copy of the directory to 
purchasers from the above list amounting to $1 or over 





I. Burt. Kimball, The Artist Press, 9 Spruce St., N. we 
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